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Sadly, my mum died recently. The reading we chose for her funeral was the whole
of 1 Corinthians 13. I know, it’s usually chosen for weddings rather than funerals
but just read it. The chapter is full of descriptions of God’s love that we live out in
our lives. Yes, I know we are all going to say this about our mum’s, but my mum
really was lovely. She not only exuded love for us as a family but also for the
underprivileged, the lost and the lonely as an expression of her faith. 
I wanted 1 Corinthians 13 for these final words as a sign of Mum’s legacy
13 “And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love.” 1 Cor 13: 13NIV

My brother, however, was struck by these words.
12 “For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” 1 Cor 13: 12
NIV
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And it is this belief that has resonated with me the most. Since mum’s funeral we
keep coming across the people saying “Face to Face” in their devotions, prayers,
discussions, and explorations of faith. This is of tremendous comfort to me, the
fact that we will see God Face to Face. To be in his presence. completely accepted,
loved. In a  place of joy, healing, and peace.

I first started taking an interest in the idea of the face of God last year when
preaching on Cain and Abel. Cain murders Abel in a fit of jealousy and anger. God
expels him from the Garden of Eden. And this is the heart-breaking response from
Cain.

‘Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear!  Today you have
driven me away from the soil, and I shall be hidden from your face……’
Genesis 4: 13 -14 NRSV

As a mental health nurse, I have seen this so many times, people feeling rejected,
unacceptable turned away from a face to face relationship, containing a loving
smile and a twinkle of joy in the eye. The Bible Starts with this story in Genesis but
ends with hope in Revelation 22: 3-4

‘No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the
city, and his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will be on
their foreheads.’ NIV

When someone dies, we often say ‘Rest in Peace’. But my hope is more than rest. I
believe both Mum and Dad are living in eternal joy, face to face with God receiving
a smile of love and twinkle of Joy in his eye.

‘The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.’


