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Ploughshare

Holy God,

faithful and unchanging:

enlarge our minds with the 
knowledge of your truth,

and draw us more deeply into 
the mystery of your love,

that we may truly worship 
you,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Goodrich Castle Chapel  
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In line with instructions from the Church of England and the Bishop's Office 
church has been opened for private prayer and one service at 10am on 
Sundays. The 6 o'clock service continues fortnightly on Zoom. 
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Funeral directors have been given a contact number. 

Acting      Revd David Owens                                      01246 566047
Rector                  contact@stthomasbrampton.com            

Associate    Revd David Mouncer                                   01246 551313
Minister              revdavidmouncer@gmail.com 

0-18 Director    Joel Botham 
                             contact@stthomasbrampton.com

     

Parish        Becky Botham                                        01246 558461
Operations          contact@stthomasbrampton.com
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If you would like to book a table in the cafe please use this mobile 
phone number 07734 102775. You do not have to book but it would be
advisable at popular times. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the views  of  
the Editors, The PCC or the clergy of St Thomas’ or St Peter’s.
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Trinity Sunday 2021

Let me start by making a public announcement.  Let it be known, far 
and wide, that the Rev David Mouncer is preaching this year on Trinity 
Sunday! (30th May) I have agreed to assist Rev Julie Lomas, at St Mark’s on 
this particular Sunday. It has been over 8 years since I last preached on the 
Trinity. I’ve ‘allowed’ the good readers of St Thomas’ (and other preachers of 
churches I’ve been involved with) to have the ‘privilege’ of struggling in the 
pulpit with this topic. (Thank you Bill and Robin – and please forgive me!)

Let me be honest with you. I struggle with the Trinity!  Not with the 
fundamental truth of it, but how to present it to a congregation.  The 
supreme mystery of the very being of God can end up too easily sounding 
like a weird mathematical conundrum. (1 plus 1 plus 1 equals 1). Or 
becoming lost with the use of some weird theological terms (such as 
consubstantiality and hypostases.) All of which makes God out to be rather 
cold, unknowable and very distant from us.

So, I was faced with an immense question that worried me. How was 
I going to preach on this subject?

But in all my struggles God came through!  I was taking some time 
out, before an appointment with the consultant, for prayer in the chapel of 
the Royal Hallamshire Hospital, Sheffield.  When my eyes were drawn to a 
modern reproduction of a very old icon. 

The Trinity (also called The Hospitality of Abraham) is an icon created 
by Russian painter Andrei Rublev in the 15th century.  It is his most famous 
work and the most famous of all Russian icons. There is no action or 
movement in the painting. The figures gaze into eternity in the state of 
motionless contemplation.

Helpfully the Chaplain in the hospital had provided some explanatory
notes to the icon. Let me quote from them. “The left angel symbolizes God 
the Father. He blesses the cup, yet his hand is painted in a distance, as if he 
passes the cup to the central angel. The central angel represents Jesus Christ,
who in turn blesses the cup as well and accepts it with a bow as if saying "My
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as
you will". (Matthew 26.39) The wings of two angels, the Father and the Son, 
interlap. The blue colour of the Son's robe symbolizes divinity, the brown 
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colour represents earth, his humanity, and the gold speaks of kingship of 
God. The wings of the Holy Spirit (the third figure) do not touch the Son's 
wings; they are imperceptibly divided by the Son's spear. The blue colour of 
the Holy Spirit's robe symbolizes divinity, the green colour represents new 
life. The poses and the inclinations of the Holy Spirit and the Son's heads 
demonstrate their submission to the Father, yet their placement on the 
thrones at the same level symbolizes equality”.

“All well and good” I thought, but that doesn’t really help me!  I read 
on.  The information directed me to consider the small rectangle in the icon 
painted on the table covering.  What’s it doing there?  What use does it 
have?  I was informed that when modern day investigators analysed the paint
of the rectangle they discovered glue!  It is thought that a mirror was stuck 
on the icon at sometime in its history.  And then I got it!  As you looked at the
icon of the holy Trinity you see yourself.  Your face is projected into the icon. 
You became a part of the group.  You are there at the meal, invited into the 
fellowship of God. 

Here is the gracious invitation of our God.  Here, surely, is the gospel. 
Here is my sermon!

David Mouncer

++++++++

You might like to light three lights / candles and say 

We light three lights
for the Trinity of love,
God above us,
God beside us,
God within us,
the beginning,
the end,
the everlasting one.

From the Iona Worship Book Copyright The Iona Community 2016 
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STAFF MATTERS 

Welcome back to Beth Robson-Smith, who has returned to the Centre 
following her maternity leave. 

Welcome to Becky Botham as our new Parish Operations Manager. 

We wish them well in their roles and assure them of our prayers and support.

++++++++

DIOCESAN STAFF

Bishop Malcolm installed at Derby Cathedral

Malcolm Macnaughton has been installed as the Bishop of Repton in a 
special Evensong at Derby Cathedral. Bishop Malcolm’s installation followed 
his consecration as bishop at Lambeth Palace on Wednesday, 14th April. The 
Revd Nicky Fenton, formerly Vicar of Shottle, Holbrook, and Hazelwood and 
Milford, was installed as Residentiary Canon as she takes up her new role as 
Chaplain to the Bishop of Derby.
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Bishop Malcolm delivered his first sermon as a bishop at his installation; 
Canon Nicky Fenton led the intercessions. Malcolm said: “Over recent weeks I
have enjoyed beginning to get to know colleagues lay and ordained from 
across the Diocese of Derby, but I am now really looking forward to making a 
proper start, especially as we will now be able to get out and meet people 
where they are. I haven’t seen much of Derbyshire yet because of the 
restrictions, so it is going to be so good to be able to visit communities and 
churches all over the diocese in the coming months.”

“Despite the struggles of the past year the reality is that each day, 
transformed by our encounter with our risen Lord Jesus Christ, we can find 
hope for the future, for our churches, for our communities. The Kingdom of 
God is good news for all – and we are called to proclaim that Kingdom afresh 
in our generation. There is plenty to encourage us – and there will be much 
more! Please pray for me as I join you in this, our shared calling.”

A key focus for Malcolm’s ministry will be to support those engaged in church
revitalisation especially through church planting and fresh expressions, 
particularly within areas of deprivation.

He will also give an episcopal lead to our work across the diocese with young 
people, schools and with the Derby Diocesan Board of Education.

Malcolm has a background of working in rural, inner city and post-mining 
areas, and with archdeacons and area deans and their teams he will ensure 
we work well together to equip and enable local people, lay and ordained, to 
proclaim the good news of Christ in our diverse communities across the 
diocese.

Since moving to Derby in December, Malcolm has been working under 
licence from the Bishop of Derby, the Right Revd Libby Lane. Bishop Libby 
said: “Malcolm brings, out of his own deep commitment to sharing the love 
of Jesus and seeking first the Kingdom of God, a rich and varied experience of
ministry.”

"We welcome his particular gifts in accompanying people hopefully through 
change, and his passion for reaching those on the margins, and younger 
generations.”

"We have been delighted to welcome Malcolm and Pam among us - we pray 
that the people and places of Derbyshire and Derby will be a blessing to 
them, as they will be a blessing to us.”
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Dear Magnolia
I have watched you
And felt your scorching
Scorching ...
How are we so scorched by the bitter cold
The untimely fall of winter
When summer should be around the next corner
You look so pitiful
Your buds the day before were so full of hope
Of promise
Of fragrance
Of lofty delicate beauty
But then deep penetrating cold
Browned your promise
Froze your fragrance in it’s bud
I spoke for you
To all who would listen
I spoke my sorrow for your lost
bloom
I wondered that they had not
noticed
Not paused to feel your loss
Now today l sit
I look at you with new wonder
With deep respect
I see your boughs bearing their brown scorched promises
And l see despite all there are flowers bursting through to be seen
The scorching scars testament to the past bitter cold
But the pink tinged petals
The proud stamen win through
You dear magnolia tree will survive
You dear tree will hold your flowers high

Mary Nieder, April 2021
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Christian Solidarity Worldwide

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) is
one of the main mission partnerships
held by St Thomas’ Brampton. We have
supported their work by our interest,
prayers and by our giving. Over the past
year the Mission Committee has made grants to CSW of just over 
£3,500. The work of CSW has also been presented using the Mission 

Noticeboard, inclusion in the intersessions, presentations by
the “church rep” Ann Small and by you writing and sending 
cards to individuals and churches experiencing persecution.
Our level of involvement raises a couple of questions;  What 
do CSW actually do? How do they go about their work? How
big a problem is persecution and intimidation of those 

following their faith in the modern world? 
There are lots of questions, I will try and cover some bases and 
hopefully raise your interest to find out more and become an active 
supporter of this charity.
So what do they do? CSW is currently working in over 20
countries to ensure that the right to freedom of religion
or belief is upheld and protected.  These countries in
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East are areas
where individuals and churches are experiencing
persecution, intimidation and prosecution for their faith.
CSW gather ,first hand, evidence of violations of the right to freedom 
of religion and belief. The detailed evidence is then presented to law 
makers, governments and politicians. This is not just on a local level 
but extends to the United Nations, European Union and the US 
Congress. CSW are considered to be a valuable source of information 
as they are objective and without political bias.
Having identified the issues CSW is not content to sit back expecting 
others to take action but is proactive in intervening to support the 
individuals and churches. They have a trained team that builds 
partnerships with local activists, journalists and religious leaders 
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seeking to equip and empower them to become spokes-people for 
justice.
In fact, CSW are the only advocacy organisation to focus on freedom of
religion or belief with UN accreditation. They use this position to 
provide a platform for challenge and encourage those with the power 
to change oppressive regimes and allow marginalised people to follow 
their faith. 
Here are a couple of examples of the work of CSW in the modern 
world.

Early Rains Church, Chengden, China
 Over a number of years there has been evidence of increasing levels 
of harassment, persecution and physical attacks on Church leaders and
congregations in China. The experience of the Early Rains Church is by 
no means unique or different from many other churches  in China that 
seek to worship God and serve their community.
In May 2018 the police raided the church to remove 200 members 
who were gathered to hold a prayer vigil for victims of an earthquake 
in an adjoining area. The Pastor Wang Yi was accused of “picking 
quarrels and causing trouble” In December 2018 the police again 
raided the church to disrupt Christmas celebrations. Church leaders 

were arrested and warned to stop holding services 
and move away from the area. Pastor Wang Yi his 
wife and family and other church leaders were held
in custody.   In Dec 2019 Pastor Wang Yi was the  
subject of a secret trial for “inciting subversion 

(holding church services)  and illegal business 
operations ( taking a collection to support the 
work of the church)”. He was sentenced to 9 years 
imprisonment for peacefully going about his work 
and leading the church. 
He remains in prison. His wife is under house 
arrest and others continue to be threatened.

CSW have worked to inform governments and challenge the Chinese 
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leaders over their treatment of Christians. They provide information to
a range of interested parties ranging from world leaders to any 
Christians who supports their work. CSW are continuing to monitor 
and support Pastor Wang Yi during this custodial sentence and 
campaign for justice to be done and for him to be released.

  Dr Oscar Elias Biscet,  Cuba

Dr Oscar Biscet is a
Human Rights Activist
in Cuba. He is a
devout Christian who
is committed to
putting his beliefs into

practice. He is the founder of the Lawson Foundation for Human Rights
which identifies breaches of individuals’ rights and challenges the 
authorities by peaceful non violent means. His work has resulted in 
numerous arrests and in a 3 year period at the turn of the century he 
was detained by the police 26 times. 
He received a 3 year prison sentence for “dishonouring a public symbol
(flying the Cuban flag upside down!), public disorder in leading a silent 
march and inciting delinquent behaviour.” He was released in October 
2002 and in December 2002 was rearrested and detained
 In 2003 he was again arrested and at a closed secret trial was 
sentenced to 25 years for “promoting Human Rights.” In this he was 
holding meeting to inform ordinary Cuban citizens of their Human 
Right. 
The prison sentence affected his physical and mental health with clear 
evidence of harassment and intimidation. He was allowed out of his 
cell to exercise only once every 8 to 10 days and had a poor diet and 
limited access to medical treatment.
CSW followed his case and supported him by representation to the 
United Nations, governments and International Human Rights groups. 
Despite pressure from all these organisations Dr Biscet remained in 
prison until March 2011. Since his release he has experienced 
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continued state surveillance from the authorities. His health remains 
poor and he feels very unsafe and rarely goes out except to attend 
church on Sundays
CSW has been supporting Dr Biscet for over 10 years

Leah & Rebecca Sharibu, Nigeria

In February 2018 Leah Sharibu was the sole Christian among 110 
schoolgirls abducted by the Islamic State West African Province 
(ISWAP) faction of Boko Haram from their school in Dapchi, Yobe state 
on 19 February 2018. While her surviving classmates returned a month
later following government negotiations, she was denied her freedom 
for refusing to convert to Islam and maintaining her Christian faith, as a
precondition for release.
In October 2018 ISWAP declared that Leah Sharibu and Christian nurse
Alice Loksha Ngaddah, who was abducted on 1 March 2018 during an 
attack on Rann, would be enslaved for life, and that it was now 
“lawful” for the terrorists to “do whatever we want with them.” Most 
recently in January 2020 one of five aid workers released by ISWAP 
reported that Leah was alive and well. Little has been heard of Leah 
since that time.
CSW have been active in maintaining the awareness of Leah’s 
situation, promoting protests with the Nigerian authorities and 
campaigning for Leah’s release ever since she went missing
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What can you do to support CSW?

Gain further information and regular up dates by;
 Visiting the CSW Website …..     

https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm
 Include CSW in your Facebook page for regular 

information
 Receive the CSW publications …. Connect & Encourage, 

Prayer Diary Response. Available from CSW,  free!
 Talk to Ann Small the St Thomas’ Mission Rep for CSW
 Pray for the oppressed and for  those who seek to help 

them
 Support CSW by your giving 

PENTECOST 23 MAY 

Paul sums up the humanity and the divinity of Jesus, the juxtaposition 
between humiliation and exaltation, in these beautiful words taken from his 
Letter to the Philippians Chapter 3 verses 4 – 11:

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though he was in 
the form of God did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave being born in 
human likeness.
And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient to
the point of death – even death on a cross.

Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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‘Time Together’ @ the Door.      

As we gradually, though somewhat cautiously move forward, our new 
enhanced doorstep visiting scheme ‘Time Together’ will hopefully help
some people bridge the gap back into their community, post pandemic
isolation.  A take-away cup of fresh tea or coffee, conversation and 
postcard to ponder at the door, could help ease the transition from 
lockdown over the coming weeks and months.

Costs for a limited number of visits have been funded by the 
Derbyshire Voluntary Action [DVA] Feeling Connected fund, until the 
end of 2021.  Most of our volunteers have visited two people once a 
month since 29th March when lockdown restrictions started to lift as 
part of the government’s recovery road map; all visits continuing to be 
Covid-safe and currently outdoors only.

Our friends at St Mark’s Church and Storrs Road Methodist Church 
have joined us and are also visiting some of their church members and 
local residents under the scheme.

Karen Herrick of Harlequin Arts has been involved since the planning 
stage, and has written our postcard ponders and sourced appropriate 
gifts to further enhance each visit.  You might enjoy reading our April 
ponder, on the theme ‘together’……

Jane Simmonds
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As a previous editor of the parish magazine for St John's Newbold I still enjoy 
receiving their magazine. The following articles appeared earlier in the year 
and I thought some of our readers might also be interested. 
The Author is Chris Barnes who is Reader at St John's Newbold. 

Memories of a Burmese war zone 
The recent coup in Myanmar (Burma) brought back some strong memories of
the two short visits I made into the Burmese jungle border regions where a 
civil war has been raging on and off since 1948. In 1999, I took part in a 
church mission to the Thai-Burmese border to visit refugee camps inside 
Thailand. In the second week, we crossed over the border into Burma twice, 
without passports and without permission from the Burmese authorities.
The recent history, ethnic and religious make up, and politics of Myanmar is 
more complex than many media reports have suggested. The army, known as
the Tatmadaw, is the dominant force and always has been. The Burmese 
Independence Army was formed in 1941 by General Aung San, the father of 
Aung San Suu Khi. It fought alongside the Japanese, who taught them many 
of the torture and repression techniques the Tatmadaw still uses today. The 
Independence Army swopped sides to the British in 1945 and became the 
basis of the army for the newly independent state of Burma when it ceased 
to be a British colony in 1948.
The largest ethnic group in Burma is the Bamar, who make up 68% of the 
population; they are almost all Buddhist. There are several other ethnic 
groups, with their own languages and cultures, who live on the fringes of the 
country, mainly in the mountainous jungle regions along the Thai and 
Chinese borders. They are despised by most of the Bamar.
The change of name from Burma to Myanmar was a calculated insult to these
minorities. Myanmar is based on a sort of nickname for the Bamar group so 
that the minorities would be deliberately excluded from an identity with the 
country. A near equivalent here would be if the Westminster Parliament 
unilaterally changed the name of the UK to the “Kingdom of the Anglicans.”
The third largest ethnic group is the Karen, who, together with their cousins 
the Karenni, are largely Christian. The Karen are mainly Baptists and the 
Karenni Roman Catholic, although there are minorities within the two tribes 
who are Buddhist or animist. There are also substantial numbers of Christians
in some of the other hill tribes such as the Shan and the Kachin. The mainly 
Muslim Rohingya live on the west side of the country adjacent to Bangladesh.
The Karen fought on the British side throughout the Second World War. They 

16



thought that the British had promised that when they left Burma, they would
be granted their own independent country along the Thai border. Whatever 
the truth might be to this, the independence of Burma was largely an 
afterthought for the British; their hands were full with the simultaneous 
independence for India, with the partition into India and Pakistan and all the 
violence and trouble that brought.
The Karen National Union and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) 
was formed in 1949. They have been at war with the Tatmadaw ever since. It 
was into this war zone that our church mission party stepped on two 
different days over twenty years ago.
Our vicar at the time felt called to the Karen and led a mission party to 
Thailand every year. His wife later gained an MA in South East Asia studies 
and he became a missionary working with the Anglican church in Myanmar.
Our mission lasted two weeks. In the first week we visited and stayed in two 
of the refugee camps in Thailand. Up to a million Karen and Karenni have 
been living in refugee camps along the Thai border for decades. I’ll describe 
what life was like them next month and also the remarkable story of how the 
Karen adopted Christianity. In the second week, we stayed at Asian Tribal 
Ministries (ATM), a Karen seminary training Baptist ministers near Chiang Mai
in Thailand. It was run by Pastor Timothy. He took us down to a hotel in Mae 
Sot, which is a border crossing town adjacent to Burma, and led us across the
border twice. On neither occasion did we use the official crossing point.
On the first morning, we drove several miles northwards, passing a huge 
refugee camp which stretched for at least five miles alongside the road, 
before we turned off the road on to tracks and then footpaths down to the 
border. We had to pass a Thai army watchpoint and Timothy spoke to them 
away from the rest of us. I am not certain, but I strongly suspect a small bribe
was paid. We were punted across the river Moei on the bamboo raft shown 
in the picture and walked downstream a few hundred yards to the Karen 
settlement. 
This was a desperate place. It had been constructed by people recently 
displaced from their homes by the Tatmadaw and deliberately built close to 
the river so the inhabitants could flee across if the army attacked again. 
Thailand would only let them in as refugees if they were fleeing from gunfire.
Families of 5 or 6 people lived in homes like the one in the picture. The roofs 
were made from industrial covering fabric supplied by ATM. We visited in the 
dry season; I dread to think how plastic roofs like this would stand up to the 
monsoon. The living conditions here were much worse than the refugee 
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camps we had visited the week before. Sanitation was almost non-existent. 
The only substantial building doubled up as both the school and the church; 
the Karen are very keen on both. Even in this makeshift place, they were 
teaching even small children in their native tongue, Burmese and English. 
They are a remarkably resilient people.

After a fascinating few hours, we recrossed the river and returned to Mae 
Sot. The next day, we drove several miles southwards to a compound in a 
Thai village. It turned out that Pastor Timothy was a major in the KNLA. He 
introduced us to General Bo Miah, head of the army. General Bo led us to a 
small Karen army camp just inside Burma, which was a rest area for 30 
soldiers. The front line was 4-5 hours walk away. This time the border was a 
small stream with a small footbridge. 
The KNLA had created as strong a defensible position as they could, but their 
arms were few and small. If the Tatmadaw turned up with the weapons they 
had at their disposal, the KNLA would have been forced to flee into Thailand. 
As you can imagine, my trip to Thailand and Burma was both eye opening 
and life changing. I have worked in several parts of this country which are 
thought of as deprived areas. But this is nothing compared to the levels of 
poverty I encountered on this trip.  After experiencing that, I had a whole 
new outlook on life. The Burmese civil war has never had much media 
attention, apart from when the Rohingya were attacked recently. The misery 
that all wars create came home to me more vividly than any TV documentary,
news programme or academic account.
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Memories of a Burmese Warzone part 2
On February 1, the Myanmar military (the Tatmadaw) carried out a coup 
d’état against the ruling democracy. On the same day, they attacked several 
villages occupied by the Christian Karen people; restarting the civil war which
has been going on since the late 1940’s. These attacks have continued. On 28 
March, bombing raids on Karen villages forced 3,000 of them to flee across 
the river border with Thailand in fear of their lives. Sadly, all but the injured 
were forced back by the Thai authorities. I will describe what life was like in 
two Karenni refugee camps inside Thailand itself when I stayed in them in the
first week of the mission. (The Karenni are a sub-tribe of the Karen people). 
Our party of six spent one night in a remote camp called Camp 3 and three 
nights in another camp called Camp 5.

We were based in a small town near the Thai/Burma border called Mae Hong
Son (MHS). The journey to Camp 3 was very difficult. We travelled in a 4x4 
pick-up truck along a main road for an hour before we turned off onto a 
forest dirt track. We then turned off that track onto one that was barely 
there, spending part of the journey driving down a river bed. The location of 
the camp was beautiful, stretching on both sides of a steep river valley. 
During the monsoon season the river became so swollen that the bamboo 
bridge over it was always swept away. It must have been very difficult to 
supply the camp during this period.

Camp 5 was only a taxi ride away from MHS because the Thai authorities had 
created a tourist attraction at the entrance to it. One part of the Karenni tribe
are known as the Padaung or long-necks. The women wear brass coils (not 
rings) to make their necks longer. Tour buses come to this part of the camp to
gawp and buy trinkets. I did not take the attached picture out of respect for 
the people we were staying with; it is copy of a post card I sent back to Hilary.
The main camp was round the corner, out of sight of the tourists. The 
refugees there were marginally better off than those in Camp 3 because they 
could sell native craft goods made in the main camp through the tourist 
camp and also illegal work was available on nearby farms. As a result, the 
camp had three shops, a malaria clinic (the disease is endemic) and even a 
computer with internet access – remember this was the infancy of the 
internet. The computer ran off the generator which supplied occasional 
electricity to the clinic.
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Life in both camps was pretty basic. Their houses were made out of materials
gleaned from the neighbouring jungle. Bamboo provided the structure of the
houses and other buildings; walls were made from woven palm leaves and 
roofs from other leaves the size of dinner plates. Several leaves were bound 
together to form a kind of tile and then tied to wooden battens. The roof of 
each house would consist of several thousand leaves. They took quite a 
battering during the monsoon and needed regular repair. One tip is that if 
you ever need a good night’s sleep in a bamboo hut, sleep with the grain of 
the bamboo framework, not across it!
The other buildings in the camps, such as churches and schools, were built in 
the same way. As I said before, both their Christianity and education were 
important to them. Camp 3 even had the equivalent of a sixth form college 
and a course similar to an Open University course was just starting in Camp 5.
The Karen are determined to ensure that if and when they gain some level of 
autonomy, they would have sufficiently well-educated world citizens capable 
of making a success of it.

Again, food was very basic and supplied by charity. The key one was the 
Burma Border Consortium, which is backed by the United Nations. It ensured 
the camps had a safe water source and supplied rice. The rice was 
supplemented by whatever they could scavenge from the jungle, grow in 
very small veg plots or by other donations from charitable missions like ours.
Life in the camps was monotonous. We saw only one pet – cats and dogs 
were regarded as sources of meat – and only one homemade children’s toy. 
Nevertheless, the Karen people were some of the most cheerful people I 
have ever met, even though most of them had witnessed horrific atrocities at
the hands of the Tatmadaw. They had relative safety, their religion, their 
music, each other and, most of all, hope for the future.
I would be interested to know if this hope was still alive 20 years on. A glance 
at Google earth suggests the camps have grown in scale and the Thai 
government has become much less welcoming or tolerant. The recent coup 
will surely have put a dent in them. However, the Karen still have their 
Christian faith to keep their hopes alive. The story of how they came to faith 
is remarkable.

Apparently, they had an ancient myth that one day a white man would 
appear out of nowhere with a book in his hand which held the truth. In 1848,
the Reverend George Boardman, a missionary from the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society, came upon them in their self-governing state and 
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carrying a Bible. As a result, most of the Karen people became Christians. This
was decades before the British colonised Burma. It was no wonder that the 
Karen so readily welcomed the fellow believers who now ruled the country.
Religion is still very important to them. We spent our first Sunday in Camp 5 
and attended their service. They expected two sermons from our party. My 
incumbent preached one and I had to preach the other – I was only a Reader 
in training at this point so it was pretty nerve racking. It was also difficult 
because I had to keep the grammar simple and to pause after every sentence
to allow the translator to repeat my words. A ten minute sermon took 20 
minutes. But the overall service was wonderful, with excellent musicians and 
the church choir effortlessly singing 4 part harmony.

The second Sunday, we worshipped at the Asian Tribal Ministries (ATM) 
service in Chiang Mai. ATM hired a room in a local luxury hotel to hold the 
service, which was conducted in English with all the words projected on an 
OHP. The service was notable for three things.
An English couple who normally worshipped at Christ Church, Fulwood, in 
Sheffield, walked in shortly after it started. They were on holiday at the hotel 
and had asked at reception if there were any Christian services held in Chiang
Mai. The receptionist said she did not know of any. As they walked through 
the hotel lobby, they heard the familiar tune and words of a Graham 
Kendrick hymn and so came to the service.
The words on the screen were in both English and Burmese script. The 
problem was that the English words of some very familiar worship songs had 
been translated into Burmese and then translated back into English. So they 
were slightly different from the words we actually knew so well, which was 
very disconcerting.

At the end of the service, the leader asked us all to say the words of the Lord’s
Prayer in our native tongue. This meant that there were at least 12 different 
versions being said simultaneously. If you think that saying the Lord’s Prayer 
in a Zoom meeting creates a cacophony, that is nothing compared to that. 
However, we all finished simultaneously with “Amen”. Which just goes to 
prove that the body of Christ truly is one, whatever our race or language.

Chris Barnes, Reader at St John the Evangelist, Newbold.              6 May 2021
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Karenni long necked women

One of the older houses in camp 3
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As of 24 May the situation is still chaotic 
with over 125,000 teachers reportedly 
being suspended for supporting a civil 
disobedience movement to oppose the 
military coup. Their school year should 
begin in June. This echoes the situation in 
the health service.

Please pray for the people of this divided 
region

6 o'clock services

6 June Agape via Zoom

13 June emailed / written reflection

20 June Evening prayer via Zoom

26 June POSSIBLE OUTDOOR SERVICE!!

4 July Agape Zoom or Church depending on Government guidance. 

11 July Possible prayer walk. 

18 July Evening Prayer Zoom 

25 July Emailed reflection 

1 August Agape 

Zoom services start at 17:45. Ffor the link please email 
mariewitham@gmail.com  or for further details of the other services. 
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Bishop Malcolm and Derby Cathedral lead prayers for India

“Things are not good at all. People are dying due to lack of oxygen and
hospital beds. Corridors of hospitals are full. The poor not even getting an

ambulance to take their dead to do the last rites. Many are just burning them
on roadsides. Scary and terrible times. Please pray for us. Our hope and trust

are in the Lord alone. Please convey my regards to all my Derby friends.”
Message from the Church of North India in Delhi.

The Bishop of Repton, the Rt Revd Malcolm Macnaughton, has dedicated a 
prayer station in Derby Cathedral which will be a focus for prayers for the 
people of India, who are suffering devastating consequences of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Churches in Derbyshire, including the Diocese of 
Derby, have strong links with the Church of North India, particularly with 
Kolkata. Bishop Malcolm said: “The Diocese of Derby has, for a long time, had 
strong links with the Church of North India and schools there and it is 
heartbreaking to hear some of the stories coming from the people and 
regions we are connected with. The problems there at the moment are huge 
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– they are sometimes institutional and structural, but they are also deeply 
personal. Hearing of people dying and having to be cremated at the roadside 
is horrific, particularly when India has done so much for other countries in 
helping to produce vaccines.”

“This terrible situation is one that is moving people of all faiths to pray. We 
pray that God will bring resurrection and hope and life, and freedom from 
this horrific pandemic very soon. And we want people of Indian heritage here
in Derby and Derbyshire to know that we stand in solidarity with them in 
prayer for their friends and families in India.” Canon Elizabeth Thomson, Sub-
dean of Derby said: “We are aware of how important it is to have a place of 
prayer in the city at this time, and we are aware of how very multicultural the
praying life of the people who come into the cathedral is. So, in a time when 
people can feel very cut off and unable to help, we wanted to say that there 
is a space where you can come to say a prayer and be connected with other 
people who are doing the same. We invite people of all faiths and none to 
visit and take time to pray in Derby Cathedral for the people of India – not 
only those who are worst affected, but those who are also helping to give 
comfort, hope and support.”
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Charity Number 1183254 
Hope House is Up and Running!

Hope House did open on the 29 March and to date we have seven residents. 
We plan to build up to our full compliment over the next few months. It has 
been a steep learning curve for the directors and staff! The directors have 
gone from being building project managers, building renovators and 
decorators to social care managers!

Although there have been challenging situations there also have been some 
really heart warming ones. Today as I write it is one of the resident’s birthday 
so a small celebration, with cake, is planned for this afternoon. Another 
resident remarked when he came to look round before moving in ‘I can 
actually have a Sunday roast!’.

As things settle down we are now starting to call on those who have 
volunteered to come in and help.

We still are receiving generous support from individuals and local businesses.
Lidl and Gussie’s Kitchen are generously providing some food for us. Although
we receive funding for our residents it is not enough in itself to completely 
cover the running of Hope House and we will always be looking at alternative
funding streams.

Prayer needs
As we enter this latest phase of the project -which is indeed the reason for 
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the project - please pray for God’s continued blessing on it. His blessing on 
the residents, the staff, the volunteers, those who have and those who are 
giving so generously. Also, we as directors ask for God’s blessing on us.  We 
ask for wisdom and energy to continue taking the project forward.

To find out more, make a donation, volunteer and keep up to date visit the 

website www.hopehousechesterfield.co.uk or the facebook page 
www.facebook.com/hopehousechesterfield

To contact us email contact@hopehousechesterfield.co.uk

On behalf of the Hope House Trustees: Karen Riley (Chair), Andrew Travis 
(Finance), Paul Willis (Property), Matt Barnes (Church Relations), Sally-Anne 
Beecham (Chaplain/Safeguarding) and Mark Hoare.

Mark Hoare 19.5.21

Children’s choir steals hearts – and packs a punch – in bid 
to focus G7 leaders' minds on the poor
Leaders of the G7 are being reminded to keep the poor and marginalised at 
the top of their agenda via a heart-warming – and witty – song at the centre 
of an ambitious volunteer-led initiative: Sing2G7. The leaders of the seven 
largest economies will be meeting in Cornwall in June for the 2021 G7 
Summit. Written by Sir Tim Rice and Peter Hobbs for Sing2G7, ‘Gee Seven’ 
has been recorded by 35 children from the Truro Cathedral choir who feature
in a dramatic video released on Youtube. It has also been released as a single 
and is now already being sung across the world. 
The idea is to get as many children as possible singing the song and sharing it 
online from now until the Summit using the hashtag #Sing2G7, creating a 
global chorus to put young voices at the heart of world affairs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2fUdLvSa3k
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So far more than 14,000 children and young people are signed up to take 
part across 20 countries, including singers in 19 cathedrals and more than 
150 schools. 
The Sing2G7 initiative  was the brainchild of Chris Gray, Director of Music at 
Truro Cathedral, and Esmé Page, founder of the charity Cornwall Hugs 
Grenfell. "With Sing2G7 we’re not telling children how to think," explained 
Christopher Gray, "We’re encouraging them to aspire to have their voices 
heard." Esmé Page added: “It’s so exciting going into primary schools and 
seeing the Sing2G7 vision become a reality. The video really moves their 
hearts, and you can see their minds start to whirr.”
“They love learning the ‘Gee Seven’ song and it’s proving a fabulous bounce-
board to all they want to say on many different global issues, from poverty to
homelessness, climate change to Covid - and wow, even the youngest kids 
have so much they want leaders to hear.”
The song begins by exploring the theme of the number seven throughout 
history before shifting in tone to urge global dialogue and care of the 'not so 
fortunate' ending with a single young chorister, pointedly telling G7 leaders 
to do as they ask: “Or we’ll run you out of town.”
In a direct application of this themselves, the choristers are aiming to raise 
£5,000 for the 'Give the World a Shot' campaign, led by UNICEF UK, with the 
online fundraising platform Crowdfunder, and backed by the Church of 
England, as part of the SingG7 programme.
Sir Tim Rice explained: “We’re saying to G7 leaders, you just happen to be 
our leaders in this moment, so watch it.”
The Sing2G7 initiative was developed by Chris Gray, Director of Music, Truro 
Cathedral and Esmé Page, Founder of the charity Cornwall Hugs Grenfell.
The song is a gift from lyricist Tim Rice and composer Peter Hobbs to Truro 
Cathedral Choristers, specifically for the Sing2G7 initiative. It was specially 
arranged for their voices by Joseph Wicks (The Gesualdo Six).
The video of the choristers singing was shot by a large pro-bono creative 
crew led by Director of Photography Chris Yacoubian.
Partners in the project are Truro Cathedral, Truro School, Cornwall Music 
Service Trust, Cornwall Council, The Diocese of Truro, Goonhilly Satellite 
Earth Station and Future Leaders Network.
(From the Church of England website)
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