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Some years ago, we lived in Finland  – mosquitos in the summer, when it never
really got dark and temperatures into the minus 20s in winter, when it never
really got light. We’d been warned about the seasons … but (probably not
surprisingly!) no-one mentioned Advent.  

Yet Advent is big in Finnish local communities - Advent cakes, Advent customs
and Advent candles. The cakes are small pastries and the main custom is to
bedeck a small tree with miniature raffia and wooden decorations – but there is
nothing small scale or miniature about the Advent candles!

Not tapers with numbers on the side, counting down from December 1st to 24th,
these are predominantly white candles of every size, in every room, on every
windowsill,  lining pathways and drives and marking the boundary of properties.
And half-way through Advent, St Lucia’s Day is celebrated with candle lit
processions through the towns. (St Lucia the girl who by night took food to
Christians hiding from persecution, a candle lit wreath lighting her way.)
During Advent, the unbroken darkness is pierced by hundreds, thousands of tiny
lights.

"THE LIGHT OF CHRIST HAS
COME INTO THE WORLD"
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For us, when candlelight is so associated with romantic or special occasions, it’s
easy to forget how important candles were to previous generations, being the only
source of light … and how necessary is light to life itself. But God knows this!
“Let there be light” are the first recorded words of God, (Genesis 1:3) and after this,
references to light shine through scripture, right into the final book of Revelation.  

These references ramp up once Jesus appears in the gospels.  From the opening of
Luke’s gospel, when Zechariah says of the yet unborn Jesus that he is the one who
will give light to those who sit in darkness ( Lk 1:79), through numerous references
to Jesus as the Light to the Gentiles and to the world, we finally arrive at that
glorious statement in Revelation (22:5), that in eternity, darkness will be no more
for God’s people; they will live in the radiance of God, who will be their light
forever.

The season of Advent reminds us that we live between the first and second coming
of God into our human world. We look back to the first as we remember the baby,
the Light of the world, born in Bethlehem and we look forward as we remember
that God has promised to return, in a blaze of glory. 

And we might also remember that, as the New Testament epistles make clear, 
 disciples who live as we do between the two “comings” of God, we too are lights.
Look, for example, at Ephesians 5:8-14,  Romans 13:12.  We are lit from within by the
Spirit, urged to put on the spiritual “armour “ of light and walk in the light, that
surrounds and protects us as we shine, hundreds and thousands of tiny lights
piercing the world’s darkness. As we wait for the second coming of God, we take on
the mantle of light bearers for God. 

So how will we shine this Advent? To whom can each of us show God’s light?

“The light of Christ has come into the world..”
John 3:16
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