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Surveys conducted during the Covid-19 pandemic reveal that more people than
would expect to “go to church,” believe in God. But if there is no Church
connection, who is God they believe in? Does their picture of God have anything
to do with God we worship at St Thomas’? And what is our picture of God and
where does it come from?

Who is our God?

We have many sources of information we can draw on, either deliberately or
unknowingly by a kind of osmosis. We draw from the Bible, our friends and
community, pictures and stories from the past as well as our own experiences to
form our understanding. Let’s think about what we know from the Bible: the
collection of books that makes up the Hebrew Scriptures, (the Old Testament),
and another collection of books about Jesus, his disciples and the early church –
the New Testament.
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In  the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament), God is known because he reveals
himself – through angels, prophets, and signs like a burning bush. And this is what
God reveals: God is eternal, God chooses out a particular group of people to build a
long-lasting relationship with them, God cares about truth, and it matters to God
that people look after the poor and needy, refusing to take advantage of their
power and wealth to exploit other people. (Some verses which illustrate these are
in Exodus 3:14-15, Deuteronomy 7:6-8, Psalm 51:6 and Isaiah 1:17).

In the New Testament, we see a similar view of God. Jesus tells his disciples that
“the Son does what the Father does” and “whoever has seen me has seen the
Father” (John 5:19,14:9). And the letter to the Hebrew Christians says “in these days,
instead of speaking to us through angels and prophets, God has sent his Son”.

At Christmas we celebrate that Jesus is God in human form, God who has come
among human beings to talk to us, to encourage us in how to live, and to die for our
redemption. When people came to Jesus with different needs, questions and
requests, Jesus responded with understanding and compassion. Jesus not only tells
us that God is Almighty, he also declares that God is seen in what Jesus does.

As we prepare ourselves for a Christmas like no other, let us hold on to this
thought:

By his behaviour, Jesus shows us what God is like. And we can be confident about
how God will respond to our needs, when we look at how Jesus responded, to the
people he met. People who were often doubtful, fearful, or in need of healing,
found all they needed in Jesus.

"Learn to do good: seek justice, rescue the
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the

widow. " Isaiah 1:17
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