
Dear Friends,


I can’t quite believe that it has been some four months since we had to close our church building 
for Sunday worship. Although the building has been closed the church (which is you, me and 
everyone else at St Thomas’) has remained open for business. I’ve been heartened by the way 
that has happened in all kinds of different ways. People have met remotely, kept in touch over the 
phone, and engaged creatively in ways to continue our mission to be a church of disciples making 
disciples who reach out in the love of Jesus to see lives transformed by him. A big thank you to all 
of you who have been involved, and continue to be involved, in this mission.


The good news is that we are now ready to open our building once again for Sunday worship from 
2nd August. As I’m sure you will understand, this is going to look very different from before. At 
present there is a new normal in every aspect of our lives; Sunday worship is no exception. Before 
I outline the plan, it is important to know that the way we are reopening is a first step in looking 
towards reopening more fully at some future date (as yet unknown and unknowable) and will be 
kept under review. It goes without saying that we need to do this carefully and as safely as 
possible as the Covid-19 virus remains in circulation throughout the UK. Please be assured that 
our plan follows guidance from Derby Diocese, the Church of England and the Government and 
has been formally accepted by the Diocese and the PCC. Please do read through this email 
carefully as I outline the detail which is necessary.


We will be opening the building for one service every Sunday from August 2nd. To adhere to 
social distancing guidelines we must restrict the size of the congregation to 30 people. With a 
church the size of St Thomas’ this presents us with a dilemma, there are more people than seats. 
We are therefore asking people to book ahead of time online using the following link:


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/113005897682


This system will open for bookings from 10am on Monday 27th July and places will need to be 
booked by 10am on the Thursday before the Sunday service you wish to attend. For those who 
are not able to attend the service will be livestreamed online in place of Church at Home and will 
also be available for viewing following the conclusion of the livestream. Details on this will be 
given through our usual communication channels. Please be assured that we have made 
provision for those who do not have internet access readily available to make an online booking.


To give the opportunity to as many people as we can who wish to attend, we are also asking that 
you only book to attend once every 4 weeks. This is obviously counterintuitive to our natural 
values to invite and gather as many folk as possible to come and worship Jesus together and 
hear the gospel message. This is not an easy thing for us, but please remember this is for a 
season. We are continuing online services via a livestream with the service also available online 
afterwards.


We are also asking that everyone who attends wears a face mask, something that is now 
compulsory in indoor spaces such as shops and public transport. I realise that people have a 
spectrum of opinions on the wearing of face masks. However, as Christians it is important that we 
go at the pace of those who are most vulnerable. None of us like wearing face masks, including 
myself, but by wearing one it is an expression of loving our neighbour as we love ourselves.


There are further important details below so please let me encourage you to read these carefully 
before booking online. 


I am very aware that this has not been an easy time for many of us. So let’s continue to pray for 
one another as we enter into this new season together as a church family. Here is a blessing for 
us to pray over our church as we continue to come out of lock-down.


May the love of our good and generous God 
guide and protect you; 
may the hope of the gospel sustain you 
and bring you joy; 
when you are lost or lonely, 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/113005897682


when the road ahead seems hard, 
or when the darkness gathers, 
may the light and peace of Christ be yours; 
and the blessing of Almighty God, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

With every blessing,


David Owens


Further details, please do read these carefully.

- 1 Sunday service of Morning Prayer once a week.

- Numbers attending will be restricted to 30. 
- Please only book a place once every 4 weeks. If you find you cannot attend please cancel at 

the earliest opportunity via Eventbrite and the church office : 01246 558461. We are really sorry 
if you can't secure a place and are disappointed. The service will be livestreamed in place of 
Church at Home. The service will also be online after the livestream.


-   We are only able to accept booked places in church. Please don't turn up on the day without 
having pre-booked.

-   If you have symptoms of Covid19 please stay at home.

-   Church will be open at 9.50am for a 10am start

-   Please observe the one-way system in operation. The entrance is via the West Porch only. The 
exit is via Ted's Vestry. Disabled access is via the West Porch for both entry and exit. Hand 
sanitiser stations are placed at both the entrance and exit. 

-   Stewards will be on duty to welcome you to your seat. Please do not move chairs yourself. 

-   Please wear a face mask or covering during your time in church.

- We regret no refreshments will be served after the service. You are asked to leave promptly and 

not congregate in the church grounds. 

- Sadly we are not yet able to provide additional provision for children and young people at this 

time. Provision is available online. 

-   Please note that the advice from the government and Church of England remains for those in     
identified vulnerable groups to stay home as much as possible. Personal decisions are respected. 


