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That song has been playing in my head for the last few days, since I came across
last years’ diary and looked at the entries for April and May. What a contrast to
the empty pages for the same months this year. Given that this is probably true
for all of us, how have we spent the time of those empty pages? 
 
And what do we think, how do we feel, about what we have done – or left undone?
More to the point, what might God think about it?
 
God cares deeply about everything we do each day but even more, God cares
about our attitude as we do these things. As Ella Fitzgerald and others sang, it
ain’t what we do, it’s the way that we do it and sadly, the best of our actions will
be inherently flawed in God’s eyes unless our attitude towards it is right. It might
not even be worth doing.

‘IT AIN’T WHAT YOU DO IT’S
THE WAY THAT YOU DO IT…’
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‘If I give all my
possessions to the

poor, if I surrender
my body to be burned
but do not have love,
it does me no good at

all’ ( I Cor 13:3) 
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Running throughout the Old Testament, the books of the Law through to the
Prophets, we can see God’s concern that the actions of the people of Israel are
governed by the right attitude. God looks beyond human action into human
motivation. In Genesis 4 we read that both Cain and Abel brought an offering
to God that looks perfectly acceptable to us. So why was Cain’s offering
unacceptable? 
 
Jesus frequently talks about the importance of having one’s heart in the right,
God- centred place and is at his most scathing when denouncing the scribes
and Pharisees for hypocrisy. ‘Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You tithe mint, dill and cumin and have ignored the weightier
matters of the law: justice, mercy and faith…. You clean the outside of the cup
and plate but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence’ (Matthew 23;23,
25) 
 
God’s concern that our attitude be right lies at the heart of a well-known part
of St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian Christians. Chapter 13 is a favourite
reading for weddings, when it’s possible to hear a description of rarefied
human love and focus, dewy-eyed, on this. But I think this passage is more
about our attitude towards what we do, using the word ‘love’ to cover a whole
range of God-given, Spirit-breathed motivation – such as kindness,
cheerfulness, willingness, contentment – that should accompany what we do
 
‘If I give all my possessions to the poor, if I surrender my body to be burned but
do not have love, it does me no good at all’ ( I Cor 13:3) 
 
I suspect God doesn’t mind whether we weed the garden or watch a box set. It
ain’t what we do, it’s the way that we do it.


