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‘’Opportunity Knocks For …..””

Once again I’m going to show my age! Do you remember the television 
programme ‘Opportunity Knocks’?  For those who are not over 50, let me 
describe it to you. It was a British television talent show originally hosted by 
Hughie Green, with a late 1980s revival hosted by Bob Monkhouse. It was 
great family entertainment with the catch phrase “Opportunity Knocks for....” 
(add the name of the group/singer/comic etc). It gave the opportunity for 
people to show off their talents to a national audience. The show also had 
the first ever audience phone vote. Heady stuff!

Why do I mention it? I write this letter towards the end of October. The 
pandemic continues to rage on around us. All the numbers are going in the 
wrong direction. Infections, hospital admissions and sadly, deaths, are all 
rising again  Worrying times.
I heard the other day something that brought me up short and got me 
thinking.  “Never let the opportunity of a crisis pass you bye”. So what 
opportunities are out there for us today?

Opportunities for acts of kindness. To neighbours and strangers alike.
Opportunities for deepening fellowship within our Church. Phoning and 

texting members of our congregations just to chat and 
enquire about their well-being.

Opportunities to appreciate the love of God. Lockdown has slowed us down 
giving us more time to pray and study his word.

Opportunities to speak the truth of God into this worried and anxious world. 
This pandemic has once again shown us that we are not, 
as most of us believe, immortal. 

I quote Bishop Libby, 
‘Most of all we need to draw close to Christ, and continue to offer the hope 
and stability of the gospel. It is this gospel joy, even in the darkest times, 
that alone can help us through this crisis, bringing hope and an eternal 
perspective to the very pressing trials of the moment.”

So, opportunity knocks, but will we, in faith and love, answer it?

David Mouncer
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From David Owens  
Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all your patience and understanding as we have stepped into a 
new world of booking into attending church and live streaming of services. 
You have been amazing in your willingness to embrace change and to work 
with us as we have tried out new ways of doing things that aren’t of our 
choosing. Thank you so much! Booking a place at a church service is 
fundamentally against the heart of our faith and ministry and it has troubled 
us greatly. Knowing that you are all being so encouraging and helpful during 
these difficult times has given us the confidence to take the decision to 
suspend booking for the next two months to trial attendance at 10am 
services without the need for you to plan in advance. Our fear is that too 
many people will turn up and the capacity of thirty places in church, due to 
Covid-19 social distancing rules, will mean that some people will not be able 
to stay. 

This our plan: 
 Please continue to attend a service once a month only so that everyone ➢

who would like to attend is able to do so. 

 We will livestream the service each Sunday in the suite, for up to 14 people➢
maximum, which is the capacity of the suite while observing social 
distancing, so that anyone who turns up is not turned away. Seats in the suite
will be set out individually at a distance of 2 metres apart and cannot be 
moved. You will still be able to participate in Sunday services online at home 
through livestream and You Tube in the now usual way.

  Face coverings must be worn by everyone attending in church and in the ➢
suite unless exempt for health reasons. 

 Entrance is via the West Porch only. Stewards will direct people to seats in ➢
church and when capacity is reached, they will take people through to the 
suite. 

 The Service of Remembrance on Sunday 8 November will be a bookable ➢
event because we anticipate that many people would wish to attend and we 
want to avoid having to turn people away. This service is available to book on 
Eventbrite. 

 Services will continue to be of Holy Communion for the first and third ➢
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Sunday of the month and of Morning Prayer for the second and fourth 
Sunday of the month. 

 Please don’t arrive at church before 9:50 as doors will be closed to ensure ➢
adherence to Covid-19 rules. 

 Please download the NHS Covid-19 app onto your phone before coming to ➢
church, if possible, as we are required to participate in this scheme and you 
will be asked to use the QR scanner on arrival. If you aren’t able to do this 
please give one of the stewards your name and post code for Track and Trace.
Details are kept for the required 21 days and are then shredded. 

The government have indicated that the current regulations will be in place 
until next March. We continue to check on all the updated Church of England 
and diocesan advice and recommendations too and await their 
interpretation of the new laws. As the Covid-19 situation continues to evolve 
and change it is hard to plan long term but please be assured that we are 
thinking ahead especially towards planning for advent and Christmas. 

So finally, dear friends, let us remember that: 
God has a reason for allowing things to happen. We may never understand 
his wisdom but we simply have to TRUST HIS WILL Psalm 37:5 

With every blessing David, Acting Rector 

+++++++++

CONGRATULATIONS TO MATT BARNES 

       It has now been announced that our Rector Matt Barnes has been 
appointed Director of Discipleship, Mission and Ministry at the Diocese 
of Derby. Matt has been the Acting Director since 2018 when he went 
on secondment to the Diocese. He will be licensed for this role from 1st 
September. Huge congratulations to Matt on this appointment, our loss 
is the Diocese’s gain!
This means that St Thomas’ will go into interregnum from the beginning 
of September, we’ll keep you informed about the next steps as and 
when we know.
The role Matt is taking on is pivotal for mission across our Diocese, so 
let me encourage you to join with me and commit to praying for him in 
this next season.
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SOME GOOD NEWS.

We all need some good news an none better than a wedding. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ADRIAN AND SUE PICTON WHO WERE MARRIED 
ON 4 SEPTEMBER AT  ST MARY’S MONKSEATON 

Adrian writes – St Mary's Monkseaton  is the church where Sue
worshipped and played the organ in Whitley Bay. The ceremony was at
11 am, on 4th September. It’s especially good news as I lost my last wife

Sarah four years ago and we had the funeral at St T’s. 
I’m so blessed to have found love again. 

We wish Adrian and Sue health, happiness and joy in the years to come. 

Romans 12:10 - 

Be devoted to one another in love. 
Honour one another above yourselves. 
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The APCM is to be held on Sunday 4 October at 6pm in
church and via Zoom.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81457371184?
pwd=NDQ0S3ZzSnIxYTJpQ1JrKzNlQVNUUT09

Meeting ID: 814 5737 1184  Passcode: APCM20

Email or telephone the office by Friday to book a place in church. Email the 
office with any questions you would like answering at the APCM; all 
questions need to be received in advance of the meeting please. If you would
like a paper copy of A Year in the Life of our Parish and the accounts booklet 
please ask for these at the reception desk in the Parish Centre or use the 
following links to view them.

A Year in the Life of our Parish

Accounts Booklet

FAMILY SERVICE
It was so amazing to meet back together again face to face with those that 
were able to make it. We had a brilliant time last week looking together at 
Matthew 6:25-34.

If you missed out on a place or if you made it and would like to come again, 
then booking is now open for all sessions up to the end of November. Please 
feel free to book on to as many of these as you would like, we can make sure 
there is plenty of provision for everyone that would like to come. At the 
moment there is only 1 session per week on Eventbrite. If these fill up on any
week then we will open up booking for a second session.

The session currently on offer is the Sunday 3pm – 3:45pm session.

Due to the continuously changing nature of life at the moment we may need 
to cancel a particular session or all future sessions at very short notice. We 
will give you as much notice on this as is possible. Thank you for your 
understanding in this. Book below:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/st-thomas-church-brampton-31127345783 
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THREE THINGS 
You may remember that in the last magazine I challenged you to name the 
three things that had been vital to keep you going through lockdown. Three 
brave people responded and here are their thoughts. THANK YOU 

Firstly Stuart Robinson 
During Lockdown, I've learned to use VOIP from my laptop, or to give it its 
official term (Voice over Internet Protocol). I was a novice and until March 
had never used Skype or even heard of Zoom. Being unable to work with 
clients face to face in my counselling, I've either Zoomed them or spoken 
over the phone. My supervisor has wanted us to Skype each other, monthly, 
so this has been the vehicle and I've found it easy to adapt to, once I lay my 
nerves to rest. Through church, I've regularly joined in the Wednesday 
morning prayers and the occasional coffee and catch up, as well as taking 
part in the St Peter's Meditation Group, all via Zoom. I feel blessed that I've 
been able to speak with my elderly Mum in her care home via Skype each 
week which really helped us remain in contact and made the resumption of 
socially distanced face to face contact, 2 weeks ago, much easier. That I can 
now set up appointments and feel confident enough to help others who are 
fearful of the technology, amazes me...as I admit this hasn't been my way of 
communicating previously, generally preferring face to face communication.

Secondly, I've discovered the natural world. Having always respected wildlife 
and nature, I feel as though my eyes and ears have been opened. In the early 
days of Lockdown with the absence of traffic, the sound of bird song was so 
rich and I was motivated to look up, in a book that has largely remained 
closed for some years I'm embarrassed to admit, descriptions of various birds
(and birdsong). I've been mesmerised to see goldfinches as I've walked from 
my front door, round the block onto Hazel Drive and in Boythorpe Cemetery. 
Their richness of colour is amazing - bright yellow chests and a dollop of red 
on their heads. I've enjoyed reading about wildlife and how nature 
recaptures former industrial areas that have been abandoned. I've bought a 
book about just that subject and was inspired by a TV programme by Helen 
Macdonald (author of H is for Hawk) about how wildlife has adapted to the 
intrusion of the M25 - bird song is shriller to be heard over the roaring traffic,
in order that breeding and colonising continues in the area. And how deer 
have returned to the edges as planted woodland matures. I find it all pretty 
amazing!!
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Finally, I've learnt about myself (and others), particularly the experience, at 
much greater depth, of being single. I've reflected on who I reached out to, 
offering support, especially at the start of Lockdown, and what influenced my
thinking about how vulnerable someone was: not necessarily because the 
person lived alone. I've regarded some married friends/ relatives and those in
long term partnerships to be equally affected: some of whom may be 
shielding or infirm, or anxious about the restrictions and implications of the 
global pandemic. I've been interested to recognise (some) people's belief 
that - thank God - because I'm generally healthy, (albeit middle aged), I'm 
'OK'; how others have taken the time to ask: "How are you in all this?". And 
as we begin to 'ease' our way out of Lockdown and I note how this is not 
straight forward, and may involve steps forward and back, I've pondered 
about what and who is important to me and how I wish to live my life 
beyond. It's been a period of personal and spiritual development - not 
without its challenges - and I feel a different person to the 'me 'of 5 months 
ago. 

Secondly Dale Aitken 
Three things that kept me going during lockdown (well, four).
Firstly, and mainly, knowing that God was in control, that this was part of His 
plan to liberate all who respond to His call – however little I understand – and
that I can trust Him to do good.
Caring for Nicky, and being cared for by her.
Gardening: creating borders, and keeping the weeds in check.
Jigsaw puzzles: I’m not sure what got me started, but I find it relaxing – and it
is just for me.

And finally Millie Guthrie

I knew church fellowship was wonderful and rich in the support offered, but, 
the effect of physical removal was still a shock. How wonderful was the 
almost immediate reordering of our service on line and phone calls between 
the church family to keep us connected to each other and God’s Grace.
- A second positive were the number of volunteers signing up to deliver 
groceries to the vulnerable.
- the glorious weather helped and our allotment was a gift. I did feel for 
people without outdoor space. How different their experience must have 
been.    Looking to the future we can proceed not in our own strength and 
will but in God’s alone.

9



MISSION TRUST                                                   JOSH WHEELER 

On a very cold and crisp Sunday morning in the middle of March 2015, 
a hired birthing pool was set up in the grounds of St Thomas’ filled by a
hose pipe that had drawn water from a cold-water tap. I was plunged 
under the water with my father and David Mouncer either side of me, 
and I’m told that in that moment I became the first person in nearly 50
years to be baptised by full immersion at St Thomas’ Brampton.

I remember the moment clearly, not just because it was the coldest 
experience of my life, but because it was the moment it all made sense
for me. As a troubled teenager I had battled with issues of self-esteem,
value, identity and acceptance, but through the support and 
discipleship at the St Thomas youth group (CYFA for those who 
remember!) I found Jesus and I found my true self.

Now, 15 years later, I am back at St Thomas’ church with my family, 
Hannah my incredible wife, and my children Rowan and River, both 
filled with equal measures of energy and mischief. I also return as an 
employee of The Message Trust, a charity that aims to share the love 
of God in schools, communities and prisons with young people 
struggling to understand their true value, just like I did.

The Message Trust began nearly 30 years ago with the aim of bringing 
the gospel to young people in schools with the band The World Wide 
Message Tribe, you may remember them telling you to ‘Jump in the 
house of God’, since then the charity has diversified and multiplied 
into a global movement. We now operate in three main spheres:

• Creative Mission – we have incredibly talented bands and 
teams, who use their music and talents to engage with young 
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people in schools, delivering curriculum based RE & PSHE 
lessons to support the school, students and our local church 
partners.

• Community Transformation – we commission Eden teams to 
live in, and minister to, some of the most deprived 
communities in our region. The Eden team members are the 
true hands and feet of Jesus, serving those around them and 
loving their communities back to life.

• Christ Centred Enterprise – we work in prisons, providing 
support and pastoral care to some of the most challenging 
young people in our society and then upon their release we can
enrol them in our enterprise programme providing them with 
training, fair pay and specialist support, helping transform them
from being the problem to becoming part of the solution.

For its first 25 years, the Message Trust solely operated within the 
Greater Manchester region, however after a God given vision the 
charity has begun launching hubs nationally and internationally to 
spread the work of the mission. We have seven hubs in the UK as well 
as operations in South Africa, Canada and Germany. I was employed 
three years ago with my colleague Matt Leeder, who has also now 
joined St Thomas’, to launch the Central & East Hub which focuses on 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, North East Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire.

We have had an extremely busy and blessed three years in the job. In 
March 2019 we brought the Higher Tour to South & West Yorkshire, 
which became the biggest schools mission the region has ever seen. 
We visited 48 secondary schools in four weeks, preaching the gospel to
over 26,000 young people. We partnered with 75 churches and saw 
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over 1,200 young people make decisions to follow Jesus and connect 
with discipleship courses being run by their local church. We have also 
employed a Respect ME worker who delivers lessons on some of the 
most prevalent issues in youth culture including ‘Sex & Relationships’, 
‘Abusive Behaviour’ and ‘Bullying’. Over the last two years this ministry
has been able to reach 9,800 young people in our region alone.

As part of our community transformation, we have 5 Eden teams 
across the region (2x Bradford, Doncaster, Lincoln & Sheffield) 
supporting some of the most deprived communities, bringing both 
practical and spiritual support to those who need it most. We also 
launched our MessageBus ministry, it is an old London double-decker 
that has been through a £100k ‘Pimp-my-Ride’ style renovation to turn
it into a state of the art mobile youth centre kitted out with games 
consoles, a climbing wall, tube slide and DJ booth. The bus works on 
estates and has reached over 2,100 young people in its first year.

As a hub we are entering into an exciting new season as we have just 
employed an outreach worker who will be based in Wetherby’s Young 
Offenders Institute; they will be supporting and ministering to some of 
the most challenging young people in our region. In addition to this we
have just acquired a property in South Sheffield that will be converted 
into an enterprise centre to support ex-offenders and those at risk of 
re-offending. The national re-offending rate is 64%, however the re-
offending rate for those who go through the Message Enterprise 
programme is less than 2%! It is a proven programme that works and 
we can’t wait to launch it in this region.

The Corona Virus pandemic has impacted a lot of the work we would 
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usually do; however, we have been adapting as best we can by 
providing online and digital resources to help equip our partners and 
disciple young people. We have been fighting lockdown hunger, by 
providing thousands of meals to some of the poorest families, and we 
have been delivering local social action projects to support deprived 
communities in this challenging time.

Matt and I are excited about the future of The Message in the region 
and the opportunity to reach thousands of young people with the 
message of hope that St Thomas’ provided me 15 years ago. We both 
also feel privileged to be part of the St Thomas’ Brampton community, 
it is great to have so many wonderful people championing us from 
within our church family.

If you’d like to receive our newsletter, to keep up to date with all we 
are doing, then please email me: josh.wheeler@message.org.uk

And if you’d like to support us and resource these programmes then 
we’d be so grateful if you’d consider signing up to providing a monthly 
donation, which you can do at either of the links below:
www.message.org.uk/sponsor/?JoshuaWheeler
www.message.org.uk/sponsor/?MattLeeder

Thanks once again for all of your support, Josh. 

+++++++++

1 Chronicles 21:13 

Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercy is very 
great.
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September’s Traidcraft Exchange Magazine
is now out. Go to www. traidcraftexchange.org/ for all the latest updates and 
news, including floods in Bangladesh, action for climate change and update 
on Campaign for fairer fashion, including the ‘rights’ of homeworkers. 

Hidden Hands Campaign 
For months now, more of us have been working at home than ever before. 
But imagine if giving up your office, meant giving up your rights to a fair 
wage, sick pay and any guarantee of future work. In India and Pakistan, 
‘homeworkers’ – most of them very poor women – help make clothes, 
shoes, jewellery and homewares. Sewing on buttons, cutting threads, doing 
embroidery – chances are that homeworkers have helped create many of the
things we buy. But despite doing this vital work, they have no legal rights as 
workers. They are paid just a few pennies per item and never know how 
much – or little – work they will get. 

Ankita lives in south west Delhi and works at home so that she can look 
after her three daughters aged 15, 7 and 6. ‘I can’t work in a factory, as I can’t
leave my kids unattended. … I prefer to work from home and look after my 
kids. Also, my husband doesn’t like it if I work outside,’ she says. 
Ankita does embroidery and bead work on tops, shirts and dresses, as well 
as hemming and thread cutting on tops, dresses, shirts and cushion covers. 
The work is brought to her house by a local contractor – known as a ‘madam’.
Ankita comments: ‘She is good with us, she doesn’t abuse… She is patient 
with us even if we make a mistake. She explains to us how to correct it if we 
make mistakes.’ She doesn’t know the name of the company she works for 
but is certain the work goes for export. ‘It goes to the company and from the 
company it goes abroad to foreign countries.’ 
Ankita typically works around 5 hours a day. During busier times of year she 
works up to 28 days each month, at other times around 20 days. The amount 
she gets paid depends on the work she is doing – her hourly rate can vary 
between 2 and 20 rupees (around 2 – 20 pence). She and other women she 
knows have tried to change this: ‘We have asked for the rate to be increased. 
We asked her to understand how much hard work we have to do, to bring the
piece and then return it. We have to bring it again if it needs to be altered, 
and also have to go back to return the finished piece. We asked them to 
increase the rate, but they don’t do it.’ 
‘The payment is low, the hard work is more and the money is less.’ - Ankita 
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Hidden Hands Campaign homeworkers are the ‘hidden hands’ behind so 
many of our products, but UK brands often don’t even know that they have 
homeworkers in their supply chains. Please go to 
https://youtu.be/NYcjUM2a8UI to view a film about the Hidden Hands 
Campaign. 

It’s time to honour the work of these women and call for them to have the 
same rights as all workers. Will you join us? 
For more information on any of the above please do contact Alison/Graham 
Wells. 

Bishop's Harvest Appeal 2020 in full swing

Thank you for the positive reactions to the launch of The Bishop of Derby’s 
Harvest Appeal 2020.

We have challenged ourselves to raise £15,000 to support Derbyshire Mind’s 
wellbeing programme ‘Enjoying Derbyshire’. Enjoying Derbyshire is a project 
that offers a diverse menu of activities and workshops aimed at improving 
mental wellbeing. Donations can be made online   – please share the page 
across your networks to raise awareness. 
There are a variety of free online events with a mental health and wellbeing 
focus from Christian partners including an online reading group, examples of 
community sport and activity projects, ‘Managing anxiety and trauma using 
Christian principles’ and ‘Poetry for Health’ workshops amongst others. The 
workshops are free and will be held via Zoom. To book your place please visit 
the Learning in Faith pages   of the diocesan website.

More resources and events will be available on the diocesan website and our 
social media channels throughout the autumn. 

Learn more about the Bishop of Derby’s Harvest Appeal 2020

Watch +Libby’s introduction video to the Harvest Appeal

Book a place on a wellbeing workshop

Make an online donation
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PEAK PILGRIMAGE

In the last magazine we highlighted Sue Gibbon's Peak Pilgrimage walk – 
which she was hoping to be sponsored for to raise funds for Masoyi in South 
Africa. There are three more children desperately in need of a home. A target
of £4000 has been made to provide this shelter. £2000 has been raised by 
various sources and Sue has raised £1200 from her walk – and she still has 
some money to collect. This is a real answer to prayer. 
If you still wish to support Sue and the children in Masoyi please use

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/completethehouse

CHRISTOPHER FRITH 

Many people will remember Christopher Frith who was Rector at St. 
Thomas's for 17 years. 
We have heard that Chris is seriously ill and has had an operation. 
Pam, his wife is unable to visit at the moment.  

Please pray for them both at this difficult time. 

Experience God’s Peace
Oh God, my life is filled with trials and hardships. Sometimes, I feel
overwhelmed and grieved. Nevertheless, I’m grateful that in every 
situation You are with me. In You, I can have peace. No matter 
what I face, today I chose to not let my heart be troubled or afraid.
My mind is fixed on You and I trust in You. Fill me with joy and 
peace so that by the power of Your Holy Spirit, I may abound with 
hope. Guard my heart and give me the strength to live a life 
marked by Your peace. 
Amen.                                                      From You Version 
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6 O'CLOCK SERVICE

The 6o'clock service has continued in a variety of forms since lockdown. 
Reflections were sent out weekly, but then we started an Agape service on 
Zoom and then an evening prayer service on Zoom. 

In the coming weeks the pattern is as follows. 

October 4 Reflection(which is emailed out),  as it is the APCM 

October 11 Agape Service on Zoom,  starting 5.45

October 18 Evening Prayer via Zoom, starting 5.45

October 25 Reflection - emailed out

1 November – Agape Zoom, starting 5.45

8 November Reflection – emailed out 

15 November Evening prayer via Zoom, starting 5.45

22 November Reflection – emailed out 

If you would like to join in with any of these activities please email 
mariewitham@gmail.com. We can help you sign up to Zoom if you are 
not familiar with it. 

There is a steering group for the 6 o'clock service which meets 
regularly via Zoom – the next meeting is 6 October 2020 
     
Members of the steering group are Tim Wheeler, Mandy Otley, Paul 
Willis and Tony and Marie Witham. If you would like to see the service 
develop in any particular way or would like to offer to lead prayers, do 
a reflection or be involved in the Agape services,  please contact Marie 
on the email address above. 

++++++++

You often feel tired, not because you have done too much, but 
because you have done too little of what sparks a light in you. 
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When “Wild at
Heart” became
“Wild at Home” 
Sue Wheeler

Every August Bank Holiday weekend I am normally found in a field with 10-
15,000 others being inspired, challenged, moved and entertained. A vibrant 
and inclusive weekend full of beautiful human people engaging with their 
faith through music, talks, poetry, performing arts, encounter and action. 
Plenty of space to “dance and debate, to pray and to party” 
I have been attending the Greenbelt Arts Festival for around 28yrs, I consider
it a spiritual home and I was gutted when it was cancelled this year due to 
the global pandemic.

Like many other events this year, the Festival organisers quickly and 
amazingly bought together an online event and, although it could not 
possibly offer the same experience, I still felt that I had experienced 
something special. 

This year’s theme “Wild at Heart” was quickly changed to “Wild at Home” 
and the usual growing anticipation began on the Facebook pages as with any 
other year.
They presented the festival on its own dedicated Greenbelt TV channel on 
the Saturday. Once on the platform you could access various “venues” 
reflecting the real event – “The Canopy” (a chilled out acoustic venue) 
presented a music, spoken word and comedy programme and “The Pagoda” 
(more serious thought and debate) delivered panel discussions, cooking and 
conversation. Normally at the end of sessions in The Pagoda there would be 
an opportunity to ask questions and join in the conversation. This was 
recreated in “The Foundry” which offered a “Zoom Room” which you could 
opt into after each presentation enabling the usual lively interaction that we 
would expect after a challenging talk/panel discussion. Another interactive 
“Zoom Room” in The Foundry offered a performing arts presentation and a 
couple of small group interactive seminars on mental well-being. 
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There was also an “on-demand” selection of films and past years seminars at 
“The Cinema” venue which you could tap into if you had a space in the day. 
This content remained available all day Sunday as well.

One of the great attractions of the festival are the many social spaces where 
you can meet up with old friends and make new ones. This too they managed
to capture with “The Jesus Arms” (on-site pub and meeting place) which was
another larger “Zoom Room” with the capacity to let you gather in smaller 
groups and have a catch up with friends around “tables”. Events also went on 
in this venue, and it retained the annual highlight, “Beer and Hymns”.

Constant chatter on Social media platforms over the weekend kept the 
community connected as we marvelled at people's “camping in the garden” 
pictures and the creative ways they captured the festival feel at home with 
bunting, drinking Festival Beer (Crazy Goat being a favourite) and home 
cooked versions of van food they are missing (Goan Fish Curry appearing 
many times!)

Greenbelt also treated us to surprise archive footage between performances 
and we were able to enjoy gigs from Greenbelts past. Finding the unexpected
is another hallmark of the festival!

So, what did my personal festival look like this year? Well it started earlier 
than anticipated when a regular Greenbelt punter announced on Facebook 
that he was hosting a Zoom session on the Friday for a pre-festival gathering 
– soooooo Greenbelt!. He had become famous a couple of years ago when, 
following the killings at a Mosque in Christ Church New Zealand, he had 
stood outside a Mosque in Manchester holding a notice saying “You are my 
friends, I will keep watch while you pray”. It was a small act of love and 
compassion which captured the nation. He has subsequently written a book 
called “Faith, Hope and Mischief – tiny acts of rebellion” and on Friday 
evening he regaled us with his stories. My Greenbelt had begun. 

On Saturday I watched a couple of music acts at the Canopy venue, a 
presentation on a new approach to Mental Health support called “Human 
Givens” in The Foundry. I also attended two seminars in the Pagoda – one on 
what a post pandemic world might look like and a panel discussion on Black 
Lives Matter. I also laughed out loud watching Harry and Chris sing and 
banter their way through a partly improvised and hilarious performance. 
But my highlight on Saturday was Compline. Every year at the end of each 
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day, full of new information and challenge, noise and bustle, I seek out the 
quietness of some reflective worship and I was not disappointed by the 
virtual offering this year. The Rev Matthew David Morris led a beautiful and 
moving service from his church on the other side of the Atlantic. I slept well. 

On Sunday I managed to catch a couple of the on-demand archive seminars 
and watch the film Gaza – in a documentary format this film movingly 
captured the horror of life for Palestinians in the Occupied Territories.

On Sunday morning 
we would normally 
gather for a massive 
act of worship (a 
regular highlight of 
the weekend for 
me). This was 
replaced by The 
Great Big Festival 
Picnic hosted by Rev 
Kate Bottley and 
streamed on 
Facebook and 

YouTube (and is still accessible on-line). Becky Tyler, a beautiful young lady 
who has quadriplegic cerebral palsy and captured our hearts when she spoke
at the Festival Eucharist in 2017, delivered another powerful, moving and 
inspirational talk. We had prayers, reflections and music and the picnic 
concluded with a brilliant poem from the performance poet Harry Baker. He 
had me in floods of tears as he captured the loss and the hope that we all 
feel in the middle of this global pandemic and as we lament the fact that we 
are not gathered in a field.

So, for me this year, I still laughed and cried, I still worshipped and 
encountered but nothing beats physical presence, a chance meeting and a 
good big festival hug!!!!! 

See you in a field August Bank Holiday 2021!
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SALTERGATE CHILDREN'S HOME                     Kevin Morley 
23 August Two weeks ago our Helen pushed through a crowd at the 
roadside to find a young girl in labour. She called to ask if we could 
help. (‘Yes’) On the way to hospital in the taxi a baby girl was born. 
Mum Betiel has called the little one Rebecca (pictured below) and she 
is the 58th child that we now care for. They now have food, clothes and
shelter. The little one will have all her vaccinations and in a few years 
we will see her off to school. If Helen had not been walking down that 
street on that day life would have been quite different for this child. 

Every hospital bed in Ethiopia is 
now taken including the 
temporary construction in Addis 
Ababa which has 1,000 beds. 
Government guidelines have 
been issued - 'if you get sick stay 
at home.' None of our team of 
volunteers or our children are in 
one of these beds. Fasica has 
made face masks for everyone 
and all the families use sanitizer. 

Soliyana, Heren and Hanan are 
triplets. All three were born blind.
During their short lives they have 
been turned away from every 
government department and 
hospital they have approached - 

'impossible to help.' Then they knocked on our door and we don't turn 
children away. At 3 years old they are too young for school so we are 
searching for a kindergarten where they can get a bit of the right 
attention. As the picture shows - Tigist has got her hands full!

Fasica is working wonders with her sewing machine and supplying face
masks to our friends at Cure and St Gabriel's hospital. And ... she has 
branched out into making bedspreads for a hotel. Pictures of a hard-
working Fasica and sample bedding attached. Beselot is proud of Mum 
and is also working hard - up bright and early for her home-schooling 
every morning.
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We want children like Eldana to thrive and lead full and happy lives. 
Basic survival is in past and Eldana recently had her 5th birthday. 'Can 
we give her a party?' ('You must give her a party') Below is a wonderful
picture of a happy Eldana giving out the cake to the others. No more 
begging, no more hunger pangs, no more abuse - transformed life.

Mustn't forget the older ones, the ones 
who are now leading the way and giving
the children ideas of what is possible. 
Danait, Delina and Yeshume are eager 
to get back to university and it is looking
likely that will be next month. In the 
meantime the girls are using the 
computers and voice recorder donated 
by kind folks and will be well on top by 
the time they get back in the classroom.

If you would like to know more or 
donate contact Saltergate Children’s 
Home, Ethiopia - registered charity in 
England and Wales (No.1175880)

Contact Information:
Telephone 077 899 75460

            kevinjosephmorley@yahoo.co.uk
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Dear friends and fair-trade supporters 

Thank you so much for continuing to fight poverty through trade in these 
difficult times.  As yet we are still not in a place to serve you in church or at 
the Brampton Food Market, but we are pleased to say that we are still 
running our Traidcraft stall from home and offering a home 
delivery/collection service (at no charge to you) which will strictly adhere to 
the current social distancing guidelines. Examples of what we stock are: toilet
rolls, kitchen rolls, handwash; tea and coffee, dried fruit, nuts, cereal, pasta, 
rice, biscuits,chocolate etc etc etc, and,greetings cards.  

Please contact us for a full stock list.  

The new Autumn/Winter catalogue is now live.
Go to www.traidcraftshop.co.uk for more details.  We also have actual copies 
of the catalogue for you to browse through at your leisure and order forms 
to use. Christmas cards and presents can be ordered from Traidcraft either 
via us,for personal delivery or collection,or, if you order more than £50 worth
of goods at a time,we can arrange to have them delivered to your door 
directly from Traidcraft at no extra cost. 

We also have an extensive range of gift items in our stall, which as you may 
appreciate has been difficult for us to sell in the past 6 months.  We would 
really welcome your help in making some space in our house to remedy this 
situation!!   Some of the stock is in the new catalogue but much of it is not 
now available through Traidcraft’s website.  If you are interested in looking at 
anything on the list,we can arrange for you to view items either in person or 
by photo (email attachment, text, WhatsApp). We can also arrange for you to
come and see what we have at a pre-arranged date/time, which will strictly 
adhere to the current social distancing guidelines.  Please contact us for 
more details.

Payments can be made by BACS, cheque or cash. 
Our contact details are 01246 566257/07817 573283 or via 
alisonjanew@sky.com

Thank you again for joining us in continuing to Fight Poverty Through Trade.
Alison and Graham Wells - Voluntary Reps for Traidcraft plc 
(Account No 120492)
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2020 Real Advent Calendar 

The Real Advent Calendar is designed to 
share and celebrate the true meaning of
Christmas so that Christ is not written out of
Christmas. 
It is the UK’s only Fairtrade Advent calendar. 

It is a fun way for parents, grandparents and Godparents to share the 
Christmas story. There is a Fairtrade Chocolate and a line of the Christmas 
story behind each of the 25 windows. The 2020 design calendar comes 
with a free 24-page Christmas story activity book designed to be used 
every day in Advent. This year, the book is illustrated by award winning 
artist, Martina Peluso. 

Price is £3.99 and can be ordered from Alison and Graham Wells via 
alisonjanew@sky.com or 01246 566257/07817573283. 
Calendars will also be on sale in the Church Café at St Thomas’, Brampton.
Final date for orders is 15th November 2020. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

St Thomas' will be operating as a collection point – please bring 
completed boxes to the centre and place directly in the carton that 
will be available in the foyer. 
We do have a limited number of pre-printed shoe boxes for sale 50p 
each. You can still use your own shoe box and cover it with Christmas
paper. 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHESTERFIELD WAREHOUSE WILL NOT 
BE OPERATING THIS YEAR. 

+++++++

Sally Anne Beecham at
Derby Cathedral 
following her priesting
on  26 September with
Nick Green from St 
John's Walton. 

We pray for all new 
deacons and priests 
that they will 
continually be inspired
by God to do his work 
and inspire others to 
develop their own 
paths with God. 
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Prayer Events, Quiet Days and retreats Autumn 2020
If you have some space in your schedule this term, why not explore a new 
way of praying and see how God meets with you in different ways. Discover 
how the internet can help you develop your relationship with God.

Free Online Painting Retreat –Rev’d Jessica Aidley               
for more info or to book contact j.aidley@gmail.com

The Conversations with God Beyond Words online retreat is starting 
October 14th once a week for 6 weeks.

It will run one day a week for six weeks plus the introductory day on 
Wednesday 7th October based on the story of Jesus and Peter walking on the
water. The retreat consists of a 10am morning session, 2pm afternoon 
session and an evening prayer at 5pm. However if people cannot make the 
zoom session the introduction will also be up on YouTube, plus the 
demonstration of the meditation/prayer-painting for that session. You will 
also have an instruction booklet which contains the directions for the same 
meditation/prayer-painting. This means that you can do the sessions at any 
time during the week if you can't make the live Zoom session. You don't have 
to be an artist to take part in this retreat as prayer-painting is more about 
watching paint dry than about an ability to paint or draw.

Growing in God's Life free prayer workshops                
Thursday 15th October in two parts 10.30am -12pm BOOK NOW        
1 - 2.30pm -BOOK NOW

Drawing on biblical imagery of growth within the natural world, this day with 
author Chris Chapman will explore four recurring movements within spiritual 
development: becoming rooted and grounded in God, emerging into being in
response to God’s invitation, struggling towards abundance through 
resistance, bearing fruit and being willing to fall.  These are four movements, 
not stages. They are seasons that meet us afresh within a lifetime of growing,
stirring us once more into abundant life. Jesus, the teller of parables, invites 
us to hold the mystery of creation in mind and heart, like seed in the hand of 
the sower. ‘Look,’ he says. ‘See what happens if you are grounded in God’s 
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good soil. Behold the wonder of who you are and what you might 
become.’This day is for all wanting to understand the movements of the Spirit
in their own lives and those involved in accompanying others.

A Prayer Walking Workshop
Wednesday 7th October 2.30-4pm on Zoom -BOOK NOW
A chance to explore together how we might use a traditional means of 
prayer and journey in perhaps different and new ways. What is Prayer 
Walking? (If you have never experienced it). Tools that might be useful in 
planning. Prayer Walking through lockdown. Digital Prayer Walking. Walking 
in Prayer. Pilgrimage in your own back yard.

Christian Meditation with Reverend Tony Luke
In these three recordings on Youtube, Tony demonstrates the practice of 
sitting meditation and then guides you through some meditation exercises to 
help you unwind, relax and focus on the present rather than worry about the 
future.

Still Centre Meditation: Find it here

Sphere of Light Meditation: Find it here

Canvas of Sounds Meditation: Find it here

Take care and God bless Nicky     nicky.fenton@derby.anglican.org 
01332 486100         07811957913

++++++++++

There are lots of words about trees in the Bible. Jeremiah 17:7-8 
Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope is the Lord. 
For he shall be like a tree planted in the waters, which spreads out its 
roots by the river, and will not fear when heat comes; but her leaf will 
be green; and will not be anxious in the year of drought, nor will cease 
from yielding fruit. 
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Hope House is Happening!
It was just after Christmas 2017 that the fire at Hope House closed the 
building. Since then we have been working hard, in partnership with Green 
Pastures (a national Christian charity which provides accommodation for the 
homeless across the UK) to reopen the building and take the vision for Hope 
House forward.

Through fundraising, grants, loans and our own reserves we have raised the 
£200,000 needed for the essential building works to make the building 
habitable and bring it up to current standards. This sum would have to have 
been significantly higher were it not for a small band of dedicated volunteers 
who carried out the not inconsiderable stripping out and preparation work 
before the builders moved in. We didn’t expect it to take three years but now
we are nearly there! The builders in and are due to complete just before 
Christmas.

However, before we can take our first residents, which we expect to be in 
January 2021, we need additional funding for furniture and equipment to 
augment the generous number of donations we have already received. We 
will also need some volunteers to help us decorate.

A reminder of the vision
The vision for Hope House emerged when people at St Thomas’ saw a need 
to give the homeless more than just a roof over their heads.  At the same 
time a suitable property became available on the corner of Derby Road and 
St Augustine Road. Hope House will provide accommodation for up to 
fourteen residents and give them the support, love and family, that every 
person needs yet so many are without.  It will help in establishing positive 
routines -cooking and eating together -as well as giving access to vocational 
training, health support, exercise and developing life skills. All with the aim of
residents progressing to independent living within six months to two years.

Going forward
This is a project that we hope will catch the imagination and lead to support 
from people, churches and organisations (both Christian and non-Christian) 
across Chesterfield and North Derbyshire. Indeed, we have had expressions 
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of interest, donations of money and equipment from several sources already 
including individuals, other churches, shops, banks and building societies and
builders merchants.

What can you do?
We would ask that you would engage with the project, primarily by praying 
and spreading the word about it among those whom you come in contact 
with. You can find more details and keep up to date by going to the Hope 
House website www.hopehousechesterfield.co.uk or Facebook page. If you 
feel you can contribute financially, materially, or practically that would be 
gratefully appreciated.

New Logo
We also want to design a new logo for Hope House.  Any designs would be 
most welcome.  It needs to have the words ‘Hope House’ and ‘Chesterfield’ 
and show that we are house that is welcoming and Christian.

More information
For more information get in touch with the Hope House Directors or 
Trustees: Andrew Travis, Paul Willis, Karen Riley, Matt Barnes, Sally-
Anne Beecham and Mark Hoare. Contact details are on the website 
www.hopehousechesterfield.co.uk

Mark Hoare 30.9.20
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	It has now been announced that our Rector Matt Barnes has been appointed Director of Discipleship, Mission and Ministry at the Diocese of Derby. Matt has been the Acting Director since 2018 when he went on secondment to the Diocese. He will be licensed for this role from 1st September. Huge congratulations to Matt on this appointment, our loss is the Diocese’s gain! This means that St Thomas’ will go into interregnum from the beginning of September, we’ll keep you informed about the next steps as and when we know. The role Matt is taking on is pivotal for mission across our Diocese, so let me encourage you to join with me and commit to praying for him in this next season.
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