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ST THOMAS' CHURCH OFFICE
Chatsworth Rd, Chesterfield, S40 3AW
In line with instructions from the Church of England and the Bishop's Office 
church has been opened for private prayer, services will begin again in August
– see below - and the centre cafe is now open. 

The Church Office email address is contact@stthomasbrampton.com

Please do not leave messages on the church office telephone at this time. 
Funeral directors have been given a contact number. 
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Rector                  contact@stthomasbrampton.com            01246 566047

Associate    Revd David Mouncer                                   01246 551313
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0-18 Director    Joel Botham 
                             contact@stthomasbrampton.com

     

Parish Operations     Julie Barton                        01246 558461
Manager            contact@stthomasbrampton.com

Centre manager  Janet Bradbury                       01246 279916
     enquiries@stthomascentre.com

                 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CONTINUES TO SEND ARTICLES. I DID NOT 
THINK WE WOULD STILL BE EMAILING OUT THE MAGAZINE RATHER THAN 
PRINTING!  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE ELSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE ADDED 
TO THE EMAIL LIST PLESAE ASK THEM TO EMAIL 
contact@stthomasbrampton.com     Marie Witham  Editor. 

Comments and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the views  of  
the Editors, The PCC or the clergy of St Thomas’ or St Peter’s.

COPY FOR NEXT MAGAZINE by 19 SEPTEMBER PLEASE 
General comments, information or articles for the magazine can be 
emailed to mariewitham@gmail.com
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Dear Friends,
I can’t quite believe that it has been some four months since we had to close 
our church building for Sunday worship. Although the building has been 
closed, the church (which is you, me and everyone else at St Thomas’) has 
remained open for business. I’ve been heartened by the way that has 
happened in all kinds of different ways. People have met remotely, kept in 
touch over the phone, and engaged creatively in ways to continue our 
mission to be a church of disciples making disciples who reach out in the love
of Jesus to see lives transformed by him. A big thank you to all of you who 
have been involved, and continue to be involved, in this mission.

The good news is that we are now ready to open our building once again for 
Sunday worship from 2nd August. As I’m sure you will understand, this is 
going to look very different from before. At present there is a new normal in 
every aspect of our lives; Sunday worship is no exception. Before I outline the
plan, it is important to know that the way we are reopening is a first step in 
looking towards reopening more fully at some future date (as yet unknown 
and unknowable) and will be kept under review. It goes without saying that 
we need to do this carefully and as safely as possible as the Covid-19 virus 
remains in circulation throughout the UK. Please be assured that our plan 
follows guidance from Derby Diocese, the Church of England and the 
Government and has been formally accepted by the Diocese and the PCC. 
Please do read through this email carefully as I outline the detail which is 
necessary.
We will be opening the building for one service every Sunday from August 
2nd. To adhere to social distancing guidelines we must restrict the size of the 
congregation to 30 people. With a church the size of St Thomas’ this presents
us with a dilemma, there are more people than seats. We are therefore 
asking people to book ahead of time online using the following link:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/113005897682

This system will open for bookings from 10am on Monday 27th July and 
places will need to be booked by 10am on the Thursday before the Sunday 
service you wish to attend. For those who are not able to attend, the service 
will be livestreamed online in place of Church at Home and will also be 
available for viewing following the conclusion of the livestream. Details on 
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this will be given through our usual communication channels. Please be 
assured that we have made provision for those who do not have internet 
access readily available to make an online booking.
To give the opportunity to as many people as we can who wish to attend, we 
are also asking that you only book to attend once every 4 weeks. This is 
obviously counter-intuitive to our natural values to invite and gather as many 
folk as possible to come and worship Jesus together and hear the gospel 
message. This is not an easy thing for us, but please remember this is for a 
season. We are continuing online services via a livestream with the service 
also available online afterwards.
We are also asking that everyone who attends wears a face mask, something 
that is now compulsory in indoor spaces such as shops and public transport. I
realise that people have a spectrum of opinions on the wearing of face 
masks. However, as Christians it is important that we go at the pace of those 
who are most vulnerable. None of us like wearing face masks, including 
myself, but by wearing one it is an expression of loving our neighbour as we 
love ourselves.
There are further important details below so please let me encourage you to 
read these carefully before booking online.
I am very aware that this has not been an easy time for many of us. So let’s 
continue to pray for one another as we enter into this new season together 
as a church family. Here is a blessing for us to pray over our church as we 
continue to come out of lock-down.

May the love of our good and generous God
guide and protect you;
may the hope of the gospel sustain you
and bring you joy;
when you are lost or lonely,
when the road ahead seems hard,
or when the darkness gathers,
may the light and peace of Christ be yours;
and the blessing of Almighty God,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

With every blessing,                  David Owens
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Wondering                            Patricia Berrita – Covid 19 poems

There’s a light at the end of the tunnel
The pandemic has lessened they say
We might be able to be human
and go out and enjoy the day

It’s been about 15 weeks in lockdown
we’ve seen seasons come and go
but now we’re listening avidly to the news
we really need to know….

Do we need masks if we go out
Do we stand 2 metres apart
I’m already getting excited
I’m dressed and ready to start

Slowly, slowly does it
Your life has had a drastic change
We have to get used to being normal
Don’t go mad, doing things out of your range

Thank you to all of my helpers
And friends who have kept me sane
Thank you for prayers that have been answered
PLEASE DON’T LET IT COME AGAIN!

Written in week 16 of lockdown [12th July 2020]
Patricia is one of our Knit and Natter ladies. 

+++++++++++

THREE THINGS                                                                            Marie Witham 

I would be interested to know, if any of you are willing to share, what three 
things have been vital to keep you going through Lock-down. 
My first is my sewing machine – I have made lots of masks, but also bunting 
and other 'fun' things. The second is my mobile phone – which has been 
charged up VERY regularly. The third is my garden – which has given me 
exercise and so much joy listening to and watching the birds.
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Greetings.                                                                      Alison Cox

Hands up anyone for whom this year so far has gone according to plan? No 
2020 has called for a bit of adaptation from us all hasn’t it? 

So while this letter should have been drafted while we were still in Palestine 
and written very soon after coming back, world events meant a premature 
and hurried exit from the Palestinian city of Ramallah, “capital” of the 
Palestinian state, where Martin and I were working as volunteers for St 
Andrew’s Anglican church. We worked alongside the rector, Fr Fadi Diab, an 
old friend from my days of taking clergy on working placements to churches 
in Palestine and Israel.

Our mornings were spent turning entrepreneurial  thinking into plans, and 
plans into action. St Andrew’s is on track to be the first “green” congregation 
in the diocese of Jerusalem so one morning was spent trying to establish a 
renewable water source for the church complex. This would have been hard 
enough without the challenge of broken English and beyond repair Arabic. 
Martin did better. I have become fluent in mime ...
Working towards peace and justice is a part of daily life for all Palestinian 
faith leaders and had Covid19 not thwarted plans, there would have been a 
very significant conference for both Palestinian and Israeli teachers this 
summer. The aim was to work together to promote understanding and peace 
through the school curriculum in both countries. It was a privilege to be 
involved with the planning for this.

Afternoons were spent working for the diocesan Vocational Training Centre, 
helping wherever “good” English was needed (sorry they only had us!), 
writing documents and fundraising proposals to support the education and 
training of 16 – 19 year olds not destined for university. And in the evenings 
we taught English to different groups, led Bible studies in English for church 
members and worked to set up a church-based support and fellowship group 
for ex-pat Christians from the many different countries represented in 
Ramallah. All great fun and not much spare time!
Palestine is a wonderful and deeply troubled land. Getting in and out 
necessitates crossing Israeli border checkpoints and going through the 
concrete separation wall (up to 8 metres/ 26 feet high) with its watchtowers 
and barbed wire. Heavily armed Israeli soldiers are never far away and daily 
life is punctuated with random irritations – would the power supply work? – 
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and overshadowed by ongoing injustice and oppression.

And yet!
Palestinians, both Christian and Muslim, are wonderfully warm, welcoming 
and hospitable. Their love of life is infectious and despite Britain’s c19th and 
early c20th history in the region, they are delighted to have British people in 
their country, shops and homes. We found a café whose owner went to 
school in Surrey and with whom I sang quite a lot of ‘Lord of the Dance’ he 
remembered from his school days, much to the amused bafflement of the 
other patrons.  
Lost and huddled under an umbrella (boy, can it rain there!), trying to locate 
a site of interest in a West Bank town, a car stopped and we were 
encouraged to get in, with dad driving and mum sitting next to him, holding a
two year old on her lap. Where did we want to go? They would take us! In 
fact we had many terrifying lifts in local cars, often holding babies and young 
children shifted to make room for us. Let’s just say their openness and 
kindness to visitors as well as their rules of the road and safety measures are 
rather different from ours!
So too is their faith and hope in the face of  the continuing annexation by the 
Israeli government of Palestinian land, the latest round of which could be 
catastrophic particularly for Bethlehem and the Christian population. The 
open letter written by Christian clergy from the Bethlehem area is available 
on

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?
story_fbid=10157675901002893&id=619217892

But they remain people of faith, that the West will not abandon them, that 
words of support for Palestine will be accompanied by international 
supportive action.
Before we left, someone asked why we were going to a place that is often 
portrayed as a war zone. We went because this is the land Jesus walked and 
has a unique ‘specialness’ because of this, because this is how we can try to 
stand beside those urging children of the Covenant to live out God’s 
commandment to “act with justice and righteousness and deliver from the 
hand of the oppressor anyone who has been robbed”( Jeremiah 22:3 ), to 
show support for our sisters and brothers in Christ who live there… and 
because we love it! We hope to return.
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 24/7 Prayer May 2020                                         Robin Dawson

In the last week of May this year my life was dominated by a monster 
spreadsheet. Seven columns, 24 rows, 192 cells, each one filled with at least 
one name. The spreadsheet was the tool used to organise a 24/7 prayer 
initiative all over the world for a movement called Thy Kingdom Come. Prayer
for reviving the church and rewiring the culture. We, at St Thomas’ needed 
quite a lot of people for this job and they came from, among others, Grace 
Chapel, Church in the Peak, Street Pastors and the New Life Church as well as 
amongst ourselves. There was a concern that we would find it difficult to get 
the middle of the night slots filled so we invited our friends in the church of 
San Juan Evangelista in Peru to give us a hand here. Our 2am to 5am is Lima’s 
8pm to 11pm.

Most of us spent our allotted hours just by ourselves with God, but the Lima 
people prayed together on Zoom. This is something that St Thomas’ people 
have started to do as well now. What did we pray about? Many, many things. 
A very helpful resource booklet had been produced, which our mission 
partner Paul Tester in Lima translated into Spanish for the people there. Paul 
sent us pictures of his team. He describes them thus.

We have a mix of young and old taking part which is great. Some are part of 
the youth growing up which we've worked with which is wonderful. 

In the 8-9pm group we have at bottom left Javier, and following on from him 
going anti-clockwise is Roxanna who is one of the young people I mentioned 
(a graduate from the Compassion project) and who now leads the teenage 
ministry. Above her is Roberto, who with his family is again quite a long-term 
church member. Above him is Luis Augusto who has come through the church
from Sunday school and is now vice-president of the PCC and next to him and 
above Javier is Jennifer, another Compassion project graduate and assistant 
leader with Roxanna with the teenagers.

In the 9-11pm group Teófila is bottom left. She is now officially leading the 
church as a lay minister. Next to Teófila (going anti-clockwise) is Giovanna, 
who lives next door to church, above her is Yovanna and her Mum Isabel, 
above her is Pamela, who lives in Japan and is the daughter of María who 
died recently.
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8-9 pm group                                                         9-11pm group

Next to her is Carmen who leads our worship ministry and then below (and 
above Teófila) is Carmen's sister, Gloria, who actually lives in Aruba (so quite 
an international collection - the wonders of modern technology!)
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Teófila is the widow of Pastor Luis Villalobos who led the church until he died 
on the first day of 2020. The Compassion project is a feeding programme that
the church operates in the surrounding area for children of school age. You 
will see that the Lima people pulled in participants from Japan and Aruba. I 
had to look Aruba up. It is part of the Netherlands that happens to be an 
island in the Caribbean!

Paul, who has to manage the Church Mission Society’s activities across the 
whole of Latin America from the flat where he, his wife, his three daughters 
and two rabbits are locked down, tells me that he finds the support of the 
church at San Juan Evangelista really important. 

I don’t think many of us spend a whole hour consciously trying to sit in the 
presence of God. I don’t. So I found it quite hard, but also worthwhile. On 
some days there was actually a bit of dialogue going on.                                    

++++++++++++

From Derby Diocese Warden of Lay Readers – Duncan Ballard

DAILY PRAYER 

You are light, so may our words shine
You are the song, so may our words sing
You are life, so may our words be green with living
You are love, so may our words embrace
You are untamed, so may our words be wild
You are not fickle, so may our words speak of ceaseless 
passionate love
So may we walk well
and talk well
and live well
and love well
And by some miracle
may we be Jesus,
Amen
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Father, as You Awaken your people

Father as you awaken your people
To come and seek you in this hour.
We pause and desire to be still in your presence,
So that even though the times we live in
Which are dark, uncertain and full of anxiety,
You will show us more of yourself
To enable and empower us,
So that we can carry your blessings
To those we meet,
Seeking your guidance on what to pray for,
Putting aside our thoughts, so we can hear
Your Holy Spirit prompting us in these moments.

We thank you for the blessing you give us
As we spend this precious time with you,
For we do not know who we will see along the road
Or what their needs may be.
We wait with eager anticipation
As you prepare us to be your people
In the places we are at any give time.

Help us, Lord, to continue in these hours of sabbath to honour you,
To ready ourselves to enter a different world-
One which you have changed and put into order.
Your order.

Thy Kingdom come.
Your will be done here on earth
Ass it is in heaven.
Thank You our Father.
You are the Lord Almighty.

© Mike Bartrop 11.07.20
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Good News! Hope House is Moving Forward

We have some good news to share with you about Hope House. Recently 
Green Pastures, our new Christian landlord, purchased Hope House which 
signals a fresh start after the many setbacks we have had to overcome since 
the fire in December 2017 which caused the project to stop and has led to
longer than expected negotiations with insurance companies, legal 
representatives and other agencies. During this time the government also 
changed the requirements for houses of multiple occupancy, meaning that, 
in addition, new plans and more finance was needed.

During the wait, directors of the charity have spent their time planning, 
negotiating and most importantly praying, and last year a breakthrough 
emerged in the shape of National Christian charity Green Pastures who 
agreed to buy the property and become our new landlords. Green Pastures 
met with directors and soon began to discern God’s hand on this project. As a
result, Green Pastures offered to buy the building on Derby Road to enable 
Hope House Chesterfield to progress their vision.
Green Pastures are also in a position to offer valuable business support. Hope
House charity will, therefore, lease the property from Green Pastures under 
the agreement that the building will be used for the housing and support of 
vulnerable people and work towards reducing homelessness in the
area. Green Pastures own properties supporting vulnerable people all over 
the country, and support charities like Hope House to serve in this way.

Although the wait has been a frustration and a test of patience, directors are 
delighted to announce that the necessary legal process has been completed 
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and Green Pastures and Hope House Chesterfield are now working together 
meaning the project can finally progress. We are very grateful to those who 
have supported the directors, for their patient faith and financial support. We
also look forward to partnering with other local agencies, churches and 
individuals who have already offered their encouragement and prayer.

Although plans have had to change since the endeavour first began, the key 
vision has remained. The charity, Hope House Chesterfield, aims to support 
those who find themselves homeless or are at risk of homelessness, and in 
the future will use its resources to practically help those unable to help
themselves. The accommodation project will offer a home to up to 14 
vulnerable men (in the first instance), who, with the support of paid staff and
volunteers, will live as a community. Community life will involve routine - 
preparing healthy meals for one another and eating together, assistance with
accessing vocational training, medical support, exercise, and life skills; all 
with the aim of the men progressing towards independent living after a 
period of 1-2 years. No illegal drugs or alcohol will be permitted on site. 
Directors hope that those who access support from Hope House will continue
to feel part of this family once they have left, for as long as they want to. The 
house will have a Christian ethos, with an open invitation to prayer time, 
seeker courses and church services for the residents.

Directors feel that God has been in this wait, which has enabled partnership 
with a national Christian charity, who are experts in this field of care, and 
given time for networking with local agencies. The time has also given 
directors experience of Chesterfield Night Shelter and getting to know the
individuals that Hope House could be helping in the future. Insight gained 
from these encounters has helped strengthen the vision of the project. All in 
all, directors feel that they are in a stronger position than they were at the 
beginning, and able now to accept the support that has been offered by 
many generous individuals, businesses and organisations in the surrounding 
area.

If you are interested in getting involved with Hope House Chesterfield, 
particularly the accommodation project, please send your email address to

admin@hopehousechesterfield.co.uk, 
or follow us on Facebook (Hope House Chesterfield). We will soon be 
appealing for financial support, furniture and volunteer support so please 
keep an eye on Facebook and for those who do – pray!  18th June 2020
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Further update on Hope House – 30/7/20
We are hoping that the builders can start in August and they hope to 
complete the work in 10-12 weeks, with a view to the building being handed 
over at the end of October. We are hoping that the first residents could be in 
situ in December. 

Prayer points
that Funding applications are considered favourably
that funding and equipment will be donated
that many negotiations which are still taking place are met with 
encouragement and positivity. 
Please continue to pray for the Directors, the vision, Green Pastures and for 
those people for whom Hope House will become a sanctuary in the not too 
distant future. 

+++++++++++

Father as we walk © Mike Bartrop 18.07.20

Father, as we walk each day with You
Help us to discover how to pray the scriptures
With each step we take.

Lord, You have provided a wonderful
Storehouse of resources and inspiration
For us to discover in your word.

Help us to memorise the verses,
And weave them into the fabric
Of our daily walk with you.

As we walk the path of the day,
Through ever changing scenery,
Greeting strangers on the journey-
Help us, Oh Lord, to give a blessing
To those we meet.
Father our cry is
That this will awaken them to the news that
You are the Way, The truth and The life.
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Peak Pilgrimage Walk                                Sue Gibbons

In 2015, the vicar of Eyam Church mapped out and walked a Pilgrimage to 
commemorate 350 years since the arrival of the plague in 1665, when the 
villagers decided to stay put in their village and endure the plague rather 
than flee and infect the surrounding area. About 276 died, including the 
Rector’s wife. Inspired by their Christian Faith these people died so that 
others might live.

In this time when COVID-19, is rife in our World, it feels appropriate to walk 
this Pilgrimage in an effort to raise funds for the Masoyi community, who 
desperately need food and supplies, which in comparison to the way we fill 
our shopping trolleys are very meagre.

As a result of COVID-19, this community is really struggling. Support is 
dwindling due to lack of funds and donations. Over the past few months, we 
in England, have struggled with social distancing; struggled with items of 
food, toiletries and other household items being in short supply from our 
supermarkets; having to “suffer” queues to enter our ample supermarkets. 
The people of Masoyi would probably welcome our “discomforts” and 
willingly trade places!

The Pilgrimage starts at Ilam, near Ashbourne, walking through Derbyshire to
heroic Eyam, some 44 miles, visiting 12 churches on the way, collecting 
stamps and a Bible Verse in a Pilgrimage Guide. The Bible verses build into a 
summary of what Christians believe.

On the 23rd. September, I am going to walk this Pilgrimage with my friend, 
Annie Pennington, a fellow Christian, in order to raise funds for Masoyi.

Masoyi [means “turn the soil”], in rural South Africa. It is a Christian 
organisation dedicated to providing care and support to the sick, orphaned, 
vulnerable and destitute in the wider community, including those infected 
with and effected by HIV/AIDS. Run entirely by local volunteers recruited 
from within the community, supported by occasional short-term 
International volunteers. There are over 1,100 orphaned and vulnerable 
children to support, feed and educate, young Mums to support, and some 
400 sick people to visit in their homes. Help is given to create vegetable 
gardens, build houses for orphans and vulnerable children, and to provide life
skills. Food parcels are also provided.

15



Psalm 82 v 3: 
“Give justice to the poor and orphans, uphold the rights of the oppressed 
and the destitute.”

Matthew 7 v 24: 
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who builds his house on the rock”.

If you would like to support me, visit  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/completethehouse
or I have sponsorship forms.

Here is  a link to the Peak Pilgrimage
https://www.peakpilgrimage.org.uk/

+++++++
Being a Fairtrade Church – what does it mean?      Alison Wells

Fairtrade is an everyday way to make a difference to the lives of the people 
who grow the things we love: for example tea, coffee, chocolate, to name but
three, items most of us enjoy on a regular basis. Fairtrade practices ensure 
that a fair day’s labour results in a fair day’s wage. In many ways it is just as 
simple as that. By empowering disadvantaged producers in developing 
countries, it tackles the injustices found in conventional trade. The promotion
and licensing of the Fairtrade Mark, guaranteeing that products retailed in 
the UK with the mark have been produced in accordance with internationally 
agreed Fairtrade standards, ensures that we as consumers can be confident 
when we buy products with it on them. 

The Fairtrade Premium is what sets Fairtrade apart from everyone else. On 
top of the price farmers and workers receive for their produce or labour, they
receive an extra sum of money to invest in improving the quality of their 
lives. This extra sum of money is called the Fairtrade Premium. Cocoa 
farmers, as an example, receive an extra $200 per tonne of cocoa beans they 
sell. In 2016, more than €150 million of Fairtrade Premium was generated 
through sales and given back to communities. The Fairtrade Foundation’s 
current campaign aims to highlight the goal of achieving living incomes for 
cocoa farmers in West Africa. 
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 Why does/should this matter to us as Christian people? 

‘What does the Lord require of us?: 

'To act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God’. Micah 6:8. 

Seeking justice in the world is a fundamental tenet of our faith and 
campaigning for Fairtrade is one way to pursue that goal. 

Traidcraft PLC was one of the founding companies working for fair trade in 
this country and has been in existence now for over 40 years. I am proud to 
say that I have been a Fairtrade rep with the company for over 30 years now. 
Myself and Graham are very pleased to be able to be at St Thomas’ church 
with our monthly stalls and also to have a presence at the Brampton Food 
Market in the Centre, as well as our relationships with St John’s, Walton, St 
Mark’s Brampton and two Methodist churches in Chesterfield, Central and 
Hasland. 

We have been greatly encouraged during the Covid-19 virus crisis by the 
support we have received from many people at St Thomas’ (and elsewhere), 
with over 40 customers coming to shop from our doorstep or to theirs – 
many making regular monthly orders. 

Thank you so much. 

It really means a lot for us and for the people who are producing many of the 
popular foodstuffs we enjoy. 

We are therefore very pleased to say that the PCC at its Zoom meeting at the
end of June agreed that I submit an application to recommit St Thomas’ to 
being a Fairtrade Church. The application was accepted within a week. 
Sometime soon we hope it will be displayed in the church building, but it is 
included here for you all to see. 

Traidcraft’s motto, which most aptly sums up what it tries to do, is 

'Fighting Poverty Through Trade’.

Thank you for joining us in this. Alison and Graham Wells - Fairtrade reps for 
Traidcraft plc Number 120492 

PS Don’t forget about Traidcraft’s sister organisation, the charity Traidcraft 
Exchange, which funds new development projects and campaigns for real 
change in world trade rules and practices. 
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Email from Traidcraft 

Dear Alison,

Thank you very much for recommitting St Thomas’ Brampton as a Fairtrade 
Place of Worship. Congratulations on your hard work in promoting the 
Fairtrade Mark. Such enthusiasm from all over the UK means more than 7500
churches, mosques, temples and synagogues have now pledged to use and 
promote Fairtrade.

I have attached a certificate to declare that you are an officially recognised 
Fairtrade Church. Fairtrade is growing with enormous success thanks to the 
support of consumers and the efforts of faith groups like yours raising 
awareness of Fairtrade.

Now that your church has recommitted to use and promote Fairtrade, we 
hope that your members will enjoy discovering an ever developing Fairtrade 
range and sharing new products with friends and family. You can also find a 
full list of resources and also order them online by visiting: 
http://shop.fairtrade.org.uk  .

We can keep you up to date through our Fairtrade Churches e-newsletter – 
you can subscribe via the website,  www.fairtrade.org.uk which is updated 
regularly.

Once again, congratulations on becoming a Fairtrade Church and thank you 
for supporting positive change for people and planet.

Best wishes,
Angharad Hopkinson, Campaigns and Policy Officer

From Traidcraft Exchange, 21 July.
This is not the email we wanted to write. But if we’ve learnt anything from 
the past few months, it’s that the world can change rapidly - and that 
recovery is a long road. This morning Shahed - our Country Director in 
Bangladesh - shared news of a nation in crisis. Things are worse than we 
thought.    He told us…
“With heavy heart and sheer frustration, I have to share with you that many 
people who have graduated from poverty during last couple of decades, are 
now falling back into poverty.“
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Coronavirus continues to threaten the progress we’ve made. For those who 
thought they had left poverty behind for good, the future is worrying. But 
change is possible in the darkest of situations.
Shahed knows this well. Over the years he has been on the team we’ve seen 
hundreds of thousands of people take steps towards a better future - co-
operatives formed, harvests improved, earnings increased, children educated
and families fed.  But now that progress is threatened. Shahed explains 
more…
“People are leaving Dhaka at an exponential rate, which is affecting many 
others who rely on renting out houses, apartments and huts. On top of this, a
third of Bangladesh is now underwater because of flooding.
Without adequate support, poor people are in dire conditions. This is 
absolutely heart breaking. People who were doing well only a few months 
back are now asking secretly for help. They are trying to sell everything they 
can, but there is no buyer.”

Crops are destroyed, and fields are flooded. The possibility of famine looms 
heavily. It’s a stark reminder that Recovery isn’t just about simply surviving 
lockdown. It’s about building a radically different world, where we face up to 
the twin crises of climate change and global inequality, and demand justice 
for the most vulnerable.
Together, we can protect the poorest people during this crisis. We can take 
the first steps on the road to recovery and a better future.
As Shahed and his team make plans to adapt to these new challenges, we 
need your help to support as many people as possible.

Donations can be made to the Traidcraft Recovery Appeal via 
the Traidcraft website. 

++++++++++++++

The 6 o'clock service is continuing live on line.  August 2, 16 and

September 6 and 20 are Zoom services.

On the alternate Sundays a reflection will be emailed out. 

If you are interested in any of these please email 

mariewitham@gmail.com  
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Samaritan's Purse

Operation Christmas Child 

Give A Child A Reason to Smile In A Time Of Crisis
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope
Jeremiah 29:11

This year has brought new challenges, hasn’t it? Many things we were 
looking forward to in 2020 have been cancelled - from the Olympics to school
graduation celebrations. Children around the world, especially those in 
contexts of poverty have struggled with this uncertainty and sadly sometimes
grief.
With so many ongoing challenges for many families, let’s remind the world’s 
children that they are loved and special to God. A shoebox gift through 
Operation Christmas Child does just that, while bringing a great big smile to 
the face of all those little ones who receive them.

It’s More Important Than Ever to Offer Children a Light in The Darkness.

Our local partners have shared with me that in times of disaster the 
emotional needs of children can be forgotten. Speaking about outreach 
events in the Bahamas after Hurricane Dorian, Raoul (OCC Regional Director 
for the Caribbean) shared that:
“Operation Christmas Child gave children a voice to say ‘We’re here and we 
are hurting too.’ Receiving a shoebox gift and being part of these events 
helped children to feel they weren’t forgotten and that God still loved them.”

Will You Partner with Us Once More When So Many Need to Feel Loved?

Prioritising Safety

Rest assured, the safety and health of children receiving Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts, our volunteers, staff, and our ministry partners is our top 
priority. Our UK team are monitoring the government guidelines and 
modifying our processes accordingly. Globally we are also working with our 
international volunteer leadership teams in 119 countries to assess ministry 
activity and make the necessary modifications.
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We’ve Been Working Hard to Bring Relief from Suffering. 

Now Let’s Share a Reason to Smile.

Throughout the pandemic Samaritan’s Purse has been able to respond to 
meet the physical and spiritual needs of so many. I’ve personally overseen 
the use of our Operation Christmas Child warehouse to pack and deliver 
essential PPE kits to over 400 projects across the UK. Our field hospitals have 
treated COVID-19 patients in Italy and New York and our teams are working 
hard to fight the virus in communities around the world.
Alongside this work I believe it’s time to ensure vulnerable children have a 
reason to smile. Through Operation Christmas Child we can create thousands
of joyful moments and give lasting hope as children receive shoebox gifts and
local partners share the Good News of new life in Jesus.

Thank you on behalf of so many precious young lives for your continued 
support.
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Father, we will be able to say

That You are our God,
And it is in You we put our trust,
Your hand has been on our shoulder
In this time of pandemic.

You are in the midst with those
Who have suffered pain and trauma
Because of this deadly virus,
Or because of the related economic effect
For there Is no easy fix.

You, oh Lord, have heard our cry.
You, oh lord, have saved us.
You, oh Lord, have given us your security.
You oh Lord are with us as we navigate the way ahead.

You, Lord, are the Almighty.

It is in You we put our trust.
It is in, You Lord, we have confidence,
In these times of pandemic,
In these times of economic difficulty,
And in these times of social dissatisfaction.

It is in You Lord we put our hope.
How glad we will be
To rejoice in the salvation
You can bring to this land.
When, as individuals, we turn back to you,
When we, as the church, turn back to you,
When we, as a nation turn, back to you.
Come, Lord Jesus, come now.
Come, Holy spirit come.
We are desperate for you to act.

© Mike Bartrop 18.07.20
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I want to go into Derbyshire
now that we are free. 
I want to see God's creation
and marvel at every tree.
To see the beautiful vistas,
to breathe in the clean fresh air.
After 16 weeks inside my home
I'll just go anywhere!

We live in a glorious county,
we live in a very blessed land,
now we can appreciate her beauty,
It's all out there, at hand. 
On foot, by bike, by car or coach
It matters not how we approach
The sights to lift our spirits high
ALL UNDER GOD'S MAJESTIC SKY

Patricia Berrita 
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