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ST THOMAS' CHURCH OFFICE

Chatsworth Rd, Chesterfield, S40 3AW

In line with instructions from the Church of England and the Bishop's Office, 

the Church, Church Office and Centre are currently closed. 

It is hoped to be able to check emails each weekday between 10-11am. 

The Church Office email address is contact@stthomasbrampton.com

Please do not leave messages on the church office telephone at this time. 

Funeral directors have been given a contact number. 

If you would like to get in touch to either volunteer to make weekly 

telephone contact with someone OR would like to request weekly contact 

please email: corona.stthomasbrampton@gmail.com

Acting      Revd David Owens

Rector                  contact@stthomasbrampton.com            01246 566047

Associate    Revd David Mouncer                                   01246 551313

Minister              revdavidmouncer@gmail.com 

0-18 Director    Joel Botham 

                             joelbotham@hotmail.com
     

Parish Operations     Julie Barton                        01246 558461

Manager            contact@stthomasbrampton.com

Centre manager  Janet Bradbury                       01246 279916

     enquiries@stthomascentre.com

NB: The Centre is currently closed until further notice

SUNDAY SERVICES           
Due to the current coronavirus situation there are no services in 

church. Please look at the website or our Facebook page for links to 

Sunday worship and children's activities. 

We can continue to pray, look after one another with phone calls, 

cards, letters and be church family.     Please pray for the Alpha course 

which started on 21 May online, and for the leaders, Mark Depledge, Andy 

and Beth Robson Smith and Sophie Heaton. 
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 The cover picture – is by Ava Shipman, aged 8 – who is Julie Barton's next 

door neighbour. We would like to invite other children to email in their 

rainbow pictures or other illustrated message for publication in the July 

Church Family News. 

Please email to contact@stthomasbrampton.com by 20th JUNE

For this month only we decided to amalgamate the June edition of Church 

Family News with Ploughshare. The next edition of Church Family News will

be published on 5 July. We would love to receive your news and stories by 

20 June. 

++++++++

Don’t ask me.                                                         Robin Dawson
I am writing this in the middle of May. Things are not easy. What things? The 

virus thing. The thing that has caused, very rapidly, a deep and thorough 

dislocation to the way of life of all of us. And at this moment we cannot see 

how it is all going to play out. The cards are being shuffled and they have not 

yet been dealt.

St Thomas’ has wheeled out me, somebody who preaches a sermon from 

time to time, to do the “leading article” for this issue of Ploughshare. So you 

would expect me to take a stab at the question “What is God doing in all 

this?” wouldn’t you? Well I’m not going to because I don’t want to become a 

Job’s comforter.

What are you on about, Robin? Some of us have a soft spot for the story of 

Job in the Bible. Job has had his whole world turned upside down in a far 

more thorough way than we have. He is upset, very. He asks why God has 

done this. His friends come to comfort him, and for many interminable 

chapters suggest answers, all of which are connected to something that Job 

has, or has not done. Job is getting exasperated, when God intervenes in the 

discussion, answering them out of a whirlwind. Read what he says in Job 

chapters 38 to 41. It’s a wonderful bit of poetry. But it doesn’t answer the 

question why. God just changes the terms of reference. He basically says, 

who are you to ask a question of me? I’m not on the same plane as you are.

So I would suggest that we all take some time to be quiet before God. To say 

to God “Look, you are in charge, you may well be at work in this situation. We

trust you to guide us through it so that at the end we may understand the 

meaning of it all.” If you feel able, of course.

Where we are at the moment is on the roof of a house in a flooded town. 

The river has submerged the place. We know that in the end the river will go 
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down. But the town that will emerge will be totally different. We need to be 

ready to follow God’s way in that new situation when it becomes apparent. 

And it won’t be the same as before. At least I hope not. 

The book of Job teaches that God is on a different plane to us. But God left 

that plane and came to us in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus asked as many 

questions as he gave answers, but in his death and resurrection shows that 

God loves us, loves us to death. 

So with many of us still locked down it should be easier to find time to set 

aside for being quiet before God (for most of us). 

Let’s really try. 

+++++++++

This first tribute to David Sanderson has already appeared in the Church 

Family News – but I make no apology for re-printing here. It is important that 

someone who contributed so much to St Thomas' over many years is 

properly remembered – especially as we have not yet been able to hold a 

memorial service that will be important for many.  Marie Witham

David Sanderson -What a Man!                             Mark Hoare

This is the simple phrase that our son Ian used to describe David when I told 

him David had died.  I and many others can echo this.  What a man David was

for the Lord.

David and Nanette moved from Sheffield to Chesterfield when they ‘retired’ 

(whatever that means in Christian Ministry!) from the Church Army.  They 

both continued to be busy for God.  Indeed the day when they moved in to 

their Chesterfield house letters giving permission for them to minister and 

conduct services at St Thomas’ were already waiting for them!

David’s Christian life began back in 1950 in Manchester when he met some 

people who spoke to him about Jesus.  David grew in faith and a desire to 

help other people find a saving faith in Jesus Christ was kindled in him.

David initially shared his faith locally including in the factory where he 

worked.  Then, in 1957, after two years training at the Church Army College, 

he was admitted to the ‘Office of [Church Army] Evangelist’.

For many years David worked as a Caravan and Beach Mission Evangelist in 

different parts of the country and a Chaplain to holiday makers.  During this 
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time he met and married Nanette, who was also a member of the Church 

Army.  They moved to Norwich where David was Officer for Mission and 

Training for the Norwich Diocese. This work led him into a number of 

opportunities to lead evangelistic projects across the denominations.  

After five years in Norwich David and Nanette moved to Sheffield their final 

posting.  Nanette was a Church Army evangelist on the Sheffield Manor 

Estate and David was by then a member of the Decade of Evangelism 

steering group which was endeavouring to stimulate authentic evangelism 

across the churches of the U.K.

After retirement David continued with a number of projects that he had been

involved in prior to retirement.  These included invitations to teach about 

mission at Church Army’s East African and Canadian Colleges.  He also 

continued to study himself, enrolling and completing an MSc at the 

University of Birmingham.

David had a great ability 

to engage and talk about

the Christian faith to 

everyone what ever their

age or background.  This 

was because of his 

knowledge, his own 

faith, endless 

enthusiasm and 

boundless energy.  Who 

can forget is involvement

in all age services, his 

puppet theatre 

(remember Ginger and 

his friends), tricks and 

plays -all to encourage 

our young people to 

know Jesus?

David and Ginger     Photo Courtesy of Mark Hoare

He connected with the teenagers in their formative years engaging them in 

activities including taking some of them on a number of summer outreach 

missions both to North Wales and Latvia.
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For several years he led a team presenting ‘Start’, a short course introducing 

non and new Christians to the Christian faith.

David started and was the driving force behind Thom’s Blokes a group for 

senior members of the church and those just outside the church.  

And, of course, David’s preaching -he could present very simple explanations 

of the bible or really in-depth expositions as appropriate in styles of dress 

ranging from bright casual wear through Church Army uniform to cassock and

surplice.

The morning after his death Nanette had these words of Scripture given to 

her from the Lord which she and I believe sum up David's life.
 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  

Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 

righteous Judge, will award to me on that day and not only to me, but also to

all who have longed for his appearing.  2 Timothy 4: 7-8

It has been my privilege to know David since he and Nanette moved to 

Chesterfield.  What a man -yes, a great man!

David and Nanette 

Sanderson on their 

Commissioning at St

Thomas' July 2007

Photo courtesy of 

Mark Hoare
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David Sanderson  A personal reflection              Sue Wheeler

Others will have written about David’s amazing life and achievements, but I 

just wanted to add a personal refection on a man I met 19 years ago for 

whom I had much love and respect.

I had the pleasure of knowing David through many different roles in the 

Church, but the most important connection was through attending the same 

Small Group for around 5 years where he blessed us week after week.

David had a deep solid faith, he was full of love and integrity, he was a loyal 

and committed person who gave abundantly to everything he was involved 

in, and he was a constant inspiration to me.

He had an amazing knowledge of the scriptures gained over a lifetime of 

discipleship and he loved to share the Good News. He was a wise and gentle 

teacher and I drank in his knowledge, often feeling like an excited child being 

taught by her favourite teacher. He had a lovely ability to challenge me 

without making me feel small and I often left with more things to think about

as he shed a different light on familiar passages.

He was an inspiration in the way he lived out his faith, supporting missions 

(we were on the missions committee at the same time), engaging in 

interfaith dialogue (he was very supportive when I attended my first meeting 

of Chesterfield's Interfaith Group) and he had a deep, genuine concern for 

the poor and vulnerable, reflected in his prayers at Small Group.

My life has certainly been richer for knowing David and I give thanks to God 

for his life and for the many lives he has touched with God’s love.

++++++++++++

The weekend of 8 May should have seen an exhibition in Church to 

commemorate VE Day. This was not able to happen but Pam Brimelow has 

kindly shared some of the stories of local men that would have appeared in 

that exhibition. 

ARTHUR LYONS

Stoker  First  Class  Arthur  Lyons service  number  C/MX111794  H.M.S.

‘Neptune’ Royal Navy. Arthur died at sea on the 19
th

 December 1941 aged 25.

Arthur Lyons enlisted at Cardington in 1941.

Arthur Lyons born 25
th

 April 1915 was the son of William and Kate Lyons (nee
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Watts) of Brampton.  William and Kate were married on the 11
th

 September

1901 at St Thomas’ Church, Brampton.

At the time the 1911 census was taken William and Kate Lyons were living at

10 Victoria Street West, Brampton with five of their children - Arthur, Mary

and Margaret were born after 1911.

The 1939 Register lists the Lyons’ family address as 10 Victoria Street West,

Brampton.  Arthur’s occupation was given as bricklayer’s labourer.  He was

unmarried. Arthur’s parents and two sisters, Mary and Margaret were also

living at this address.

Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald 9  th   January 1942

“Stoker  Arthur  Lyons reported missing  son of  Mr.  and Mrs.  W.  Lyons,  10

Victoria  Street  West,  Brampton.  Arthur  joined  the  navy  about  eighteen

months  ago.   He  was  previously  employed  at  Brampton  Brewery.  Arthur

played football for many local clubs was also a fine swimmer.”

Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald 19  th   June 1942

“Killed in Action Stoker Arthur Lyons, Chesterfield.  Mr and Mrs W. Lyons, 10

Victoria Street West, Brampton have been officially informed that their son

Stoker Arthur Lyons (26) who was reported missing, is now reported killed in

action.  Before joining the Navy he was employed at Brampton Brewery Co.

Ltd.”

Arthur Lyons is commemorated at Chatham Naval Memorial, Kent.

The Chatham Naval Memorial overlooks the town of Chatham in Kent.  It is

one  of  three  Naval  Memorials  in  the  United  Kingdom.   The  others  are

Plymouth and Portsmouth. All three were designed by Sir Edward Lorimer

with  sculpture  by  Henry  Poole.  The  Memorial  commemorates  more  than

8,500 Royal Navy personnel of the First World War and over 10,000 of the

Second World War who were buried or lost at sea. 

CHARLES EDWARD THACKER

Able Seaman  Charles Edward Thacker service number D/JX165540 H.M.S.

’Neptune’ Royal Navy. Charles died at sea on the 19
th

 December 1941 aged

23.

Charles Edward Thacker was born in 1918 and was the son of Charles Ernest 

and Hannah Thacker of Brampton. Charles and Hannah (nee Bullas) were 
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married in 1916 at Chesterfield. 

The 1939 Register lists the Thacker family address as 1 Clifton Street, 

Brampton.  Charles Ernest and Hannah Thacker are listed at this address.  

Charles’ occupation is given as builder. 

Charles  Edward Thacker is  commemorated at  Plymouth Naval Memorial,

Devon.

The Plymouth Naval  Memorial  overlooks the Hoe and stands in Plymouth

Sound  in  Devon.  The  Memorial  commemorates  more  than  7,200  naval

personnel of the First World War and nearly 16,000 of the Second World War

who were lost  or  buried at  sea.  The Second World War extension to the

Plymouth Memorial was designed by Sir Edward Maufe.

H.M.S. ‘Neptune’ 

On  the  19
th

 December  1941  H.M.S.  ‘Neptune’  ran  into  an  uncharted

minefield  in  the  Mediterranean  off  Tripoli  and  sank  with  the loss  of  764

officers and men, there was only one survivor who was picked up several

days later by an Italian vessel, he spent some time in a Prisoner of War Camp

in Italy.  

H.M.S. ‘Neptune’ commanded by Captain Rory O’Connor, was leading ‘Force

K’, a cruiser raiding squadron.  The squadron’s task was to destroy German

and  Italian  convoys  carrying  troops  and  supplies  to  Libya,  in  support  of

Rommel’s army in North Africa.

On the afternoon of December 18
th

 the squadron was despatched from Malta

to intercept an important enemy convoy bound for Tripoli.  The three cruisers

of  ‘Force  K’,  the  ‘Neptune’,  ‘Aurora’  and  ‘Penelope’,  supported  by  the

destroyers ‘Kandahar’, ‘Lance’, ‘Lively’ and ‘Harock’ were steaming south, in

single line ahead on a dark,  stormy night when at 0106am the ‘Neptune’

struck a mine. A minute later the ‘Aurora’ exploded a mine and two minutes

later the ‘Penelope’s’ port side was buffeted.  

The ‘Neptune’, going full steam ahead hit another mine which wrecked her

steering and propellers and brought her to a stand-still.   The ‘Aurora’ and

‘Penelope’  managed  to  turn  and  steam  out  of  the  field  without  further

catastrophe but ‘Aurora’ could only travel at 10 knots.  Captain Agnew of the

‘Aurora’  considered the situation in  all  its  dire gravity.   They were fifteen

miles from Tripoli and it was nearly dawn.  He needed to get ‘Aurora’ as far
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from the enemy coast as possible before daylight.  The destroyers ‘Kandahar’

and ‘Lively’ entered the minefield in an attempt to reach ‘Neptune’ and tow

her out but ‘Kandahar’ struck a mine and Captain O’Connor of the ‘Neptune’

flashed a warning ‘Keep away’.  

At 0403am the ‘Neptune’ struck a fourth mine which exploded amidships.

This was more than the hull could take she slowly turned over and sank.

ERIC GORDON KIRKLAND

Flight Sergeant Eric Gordon Kirkland service number 1233467 254 Squadron

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Eric Gordon Kirkland enlisted at Cardington in 1941.  He was killed in action

on the 23
rd

 November  1943 while  on a bombing operation  over  Western

Europe. 

Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald 3  rd   December 1943

“Reported Missing Flight Sergeant Eric Gordon Kirkland, Chesterfield.  Mr. &

Mrs. W. R. Kirkland, 144 Hunloke Avenue received official information that

their fourth son Flight Sergeant Eric Gordon Kirkland (Coastal Command) is

missing.  Flight Sergeant Kirkland,  who is  22 years  of  age is  an old boy of

Chesterfield Grammar School, and before volunteering to join the R.A.F. in

May 1941 was employed at B.S.N. Coal Sales Office, York House, Chesterfield.

He has two brothers serving in the forces, one abroad in the R.E.M.E. and the

other  in  the  Pioneer  Corps  somewhere  in  England,  also  a  brother  in-law

serving as a Flight Engineer in the R.A.F.”  

Eric Gordon Kirkland was born in Chesterfield in 1921 he was the fourth son

of William Richard and Florence Kirkland. William Richard Kirkland married

Florence Kirkland (nee Barrett) at St Mary’s Church, Chesterfield in 1912.

The 1939 Register lists the Kirkland family address as 144 Hunloke Avenue,

Boythorpe, Chesterfield. Eric’s parents, brother Cyril and sister Florence are

recorded at this address, Eric was not listed.

Flight  Sergeant  Eric  Gordon  Kirkland is  commemorated  at  Runnymede

Memorial, Surrey.

Runnymede  Memorial  commemorates  more  than  20,000  airmen  and

women of the air  forces of the Commonwealth and of some countries of

continental  Europe which had been overrun by the Axis forces but whose

airmen chose to fight in the ranks of the R.A.F. These men and women were
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lost in air and other operations over Western Europe in the Second World

War and have no known graves.

The site overlooks the River Thames and the riverside where the Magna

Carta was sealed by King John on 15  th   June 1215. 

FREDERICK CRONIN

Private Frederick Cronin service number 4982764 1
st
/5

th
 Battalion Sherwood

Foresters. Private Frederick Cronin is commemorated at Singapore Memorial,

Kranji Cemetery.

Frederick Cronin was born in Chesterfield on the 22
nd

 April 1911.   He was the

son  of  John  and  Louisa  Cronin.  John  Cronin  married  Louisa  Cronin  (nee

Maycock) at the Church of the Annuciation, Chesterfield in 1904 

At the time of the 1911 census the Cronin family was living at 26 Hope Street,

Brampton. John and Louisa are listed with their children Thomas and Ellen.

Frederick was born after the 1911 census was taken.

The 1939 Register records the Cronin family address as 2 Sycamore Avenue, 

Boythorpe.  Frederick was living with his widowed mother, brother and sister.

Frederick’s occupation was given as draper’s assistant. 

Frederick’s father John Cronin was killed in action on the 31
st
 January 1915

age 33 while serving with the Coldstream Guards.  

Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald 30  th   April 1943

“Private  Frederick  Cronin officially  reported  as  a  P.O.W.  after  the  fall  of

Singapore.  Frederick’s elder brother is serving with Royal Corps of Signals.

Father, John was killed in action in the First World War.”

Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald 7  th   December 1945

“On active service.  Private Frederick Cronin, son of Mrs. L. Cronin, 25 Central

Avenue, Boythorpe, Chesterfield is  officially  reported to have died on 12
th

September 1944.  He was called up in July 1940, and was taken prisoner at

Singapore on 15
th

 February 1942.

For a while he was in a camp in Siam and worked on the Siam-Burma Railway,

whilst travelling to Japan on the ‘Rakuyo Maru’, the ship was torpedoed and

he is thought to have lost his life.  
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Frederick was unmarried and formerly worked for Messrs J.K. Swallow and

Sons.”

Frederick Cronin is listed in The Far East Prisoners Of War Records which are

a part of the larger Prisoners Of War 1715-1945 collection from the National

Archives.  This  particular  group  of  records  features  prisoners  held  by  the

Japanese  and  Thai  forces  at  prison  and  internment  camps  in  Japan,

Singapore, Java, Taiwan, Thailand (Siam) and the Dutch East Indies.

The  captives  included  military  personnel  and  civilian  men,  women  and

children from Britain, Australia, America and Europe.

 

++++++++++

Now another item inspired by the VE Day celebrations:

MIZPAH BROOCHES
It's amazing what can come out of a chance comment! Some of the Knit and 

Natter ladies have a WhatsApp group where we share ideas, do show and 

tells (of items that have been made), and generally encourage each other in 

these strange times. On VE Day Jane Simmonds commented that she had 

been thinking about a special family brooch – which had the word MIZPAH on

it - a Hebrew word which means watchtower. The phrase 'The Lord watch 

between me and thee when we are absent from one another,' follows the 

word in Genesis 31:49, so the word has taken on this wider meaning. How 

relevant this is today! Maggie Pattison said she had a brooch as did Sue 

Gibbons.

General History

The brooches were first made in the 1850's or 60's, usually in silver so that 

they were affordable.  The brooches, which sometimes had the phrase in 

italics above engraved on them, or just had the word MIZPAH were popular 

through the 1880's, then popularity faded. It was again revived as men went 

to the first world war. Following this conflict the popularity of the brooches 

again waned. 

Why would people wear these brooches? 

They were a symbol of a bond of love between two people, couples or 

friends, who were separated. The Victorian era was formal and there were 

strict rules for courtship. The social mores of the time limited the choice  of
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gifts that a man could give a women. A man would never buy a woman 

clothing and even a necklace could connote a more serious relationship. The 

Mizpah brooch became an acceptable token of affection. People believed the

brooch would help their relationship grow, return their loved one to them or, 

ensure the continuation of a friendship. Some of them were in two pieces so 

that each partner could have half.

Maggie Pattison's grandparents lived in Portsmouth. George Frederick Polhill 

was 24 years old and was a French Polisher. He married Agnes Beatrice Maud

Burgess who was 21 years old, on

20
th 

September 1919 in the Parish

Church of Portsea in the County of

Hampshire and Maggie's mum was

born on 5
th 

May 1920. 

The brooch in the photograph

below belonged to Maggie

Pattison's grandma. The photo of

Maggie's Gran with her mum was

taken in 1920, she is wearing the

brooch. 

Maggie's father was a skilled gas fitter and was in the REME – based in the 

North of England working on lorries and motorbikes etc. He was aware of the

Mizpah brooch and signed his letters to Maggie's mum with the word. In 

1946 he was sent to Iraq. Maggie thinks this was to do with preparing for the 

troops to come home. He returned late July 1946, when his first born son 

was 3 months old. On his return to Portsmouth he went back to his previous 

job as a gas fitter. Maggie's parents were married in 1940 and lived with her 

maternal grandma.

The story of Jane Simmonds brooch is slightly different:

My Mizpah brooch was given to my mother by a favourite aunt some years
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before her aunt died [there was a very close bond between the two, as my 

mother had been named after this aunt]. My mother passed it on to me 

many years before she died, along with the message and explanation that the

word was referred to in the Bible. Similarly, some months after my first 

granddaughter was born, whilst it is still in my possession I have also passed 

it down to Megan and explained to her parents the meaning and significance 

of the word Mizpah ‘The Lord watch between me and thee when we are 

absent from one another’. What a wonderful message and blessing to pass 

on to someone who might be special and significant in your life. My brooch 

design doesn’t show hearts, but I often wonder if the small design around 

the edge is not by accident and that it represents three - signifying God 

watching over two people? I felt very humble and blessed when my mother 

handed it on to me and pray that Megan always remembers it’s significance.

This is Jane's brooch. Quite a 

different design. 

Sue Gibbons has a brooch and a ring which were bought for her by her 

husband. Her brooch is made from 'Pinchbeck' – not gold but gold coloured, 

Her ring is gold. Sue told me that there is a more modern medallion which is 

split in two so that each person has half. 

+++++++++++

ARCHBISHOP JOHN SENTAMU 
The Archbishop of York is to preach as part of the national online service 

broadcast by the Church of England on Sunday 7th June at 9am. This will be 

the last day in his role as Archbishop of York. His wife the Revd. Margaret 

Sentamu, will lead a time of prayer in the service.

The Archbishop said, “I am pleased to have this opportunity for the second 

time to take part in this online service on what will be my last day in office. 

Like many of us, I too, am missing being able to worship alongside others. I 

hope that many will join us on 7th June as we continue this way of 

worshipping. We know that these times will pass and change will come, but 

our Lord and Saviour, King and Friend never changes. He is the same 

yesterday, today and for ever - and deserves our never-ending praise! ‘Come 

let us bow down, kneel and worship the Lord our Maker.'”
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Family in a time of Lockdown and Loss        Laurie Woodgate

Our current context of social distancing has separated some from their 

families and brought others closer together (literally). Many will be 

particularly concerned for the health of their family members and close 

friends at this time. And unfortunately many will be mourning the loss of 

family and loved ones. Whether we feel a sense of separation, claustrophobia

or loss, questions around the nature and value of family come to the fore. 

“Family”, “friendships”, “community”, “connected” are the sound bites. 

We generally aspire to be Family. To be ‘Family’ is the hallmark of a gang of 

friends, a successful company or a loving Church. To call someone “like 

family” is a higher order complement indeed. Paradoxically our exultation of 

Family is set within reported increases in isolation and anxiety. Our social 

networks are evolving with the popularity of social media, increasing 

individual life agendas, the dawn of on demand TV and culminating perhaps 

in our excessive busyness. It begs the question how and where can Family be 

realised? True Family for many of us may feel elusive. Family may be 

unanalysable too. 

Who then are your family? In biological and broader terms. What is Family? I 

want to encourage us to value, invest and delight in family more (at this time 

and always). And knowing God as our family, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is 

the reality through which we can do so.

Our fundamental familial relationship is with God the Trinity who lavishes us 

with the richness of family life. 

The first hallmark of family is intimacy. To bare all and accept all. To know 

another’s thoughts, heart and soul. The opposite is seclusion and fear. We 

feel most seen when we’re with family. God is infinitely intimate with us as 

Creator Father, Accepting Son, and Present Spirit.

• What parts of yourself do you see and love particularly when in 

family company?

The second hallmark of family is invitation. To be vulnerable, available and 

extravagant. The opposite is to be closed and reserved. I can be so honest 

and open with my family and they’re amazingly reliable. God invites us as 

Fortress Father, Incarnate Son and Counsellor Spirit.  It’s unconditional. 

 What things you’d say to your family but no one else? What would 

you do for family for no apparent reason other than that it’s them?
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The third hallmark and chief end of family is delight. To be curious, attentive 

and delighting. The opposite is to ignore and use. There is something so 

comfy about family. The presence and the ease of being together crowned in 

accepting love. We indulge in family, for no end or detached gain. We unravel

each other and build each other up. In John 17:26 Jesus addressing the 

Father said: “I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it

known”, which now occurs through the Spirit, “that the love with which you 

have loved me may be in them, and I in them” (ESV). 

 Who do you deeply know? To whom are you always available? Who 

takes joy in you? 

Family is the heart of God and us and is a gift.

Challenges  Wherever you may be and whoever you consider in your family:

1. Enjoy Intimacy - Zoom. FaceTime. Call. Write. Talk. Message.

2. Be Invitational – Post. Give. Support. Pray. Devote Time.

3. Simply Delight – Be Still Together. Relax. Admire.

And do these with God too, primarily, who is our Family rock.

Lord, we thank you for our families and ask that you protect them.

At this present time, may our family deepen and ‘extend’ to where it is 

needed. And throughout, deepen our familial relationship with you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                                             Amen. 

Family is Amazing

The impact of family is amazing.

Being known, seen.

You don’t even realise it, it’s residual. 

Oh the delight, the intimacy, the naturally cherishing eyes you have. 

Our family, our project, our team. Our journey.

Every movement, inclination, preference, known. 

And any changes in them noticed too! Poured over!

News headlines around the dinner table or phone line. 

Protection and warmth are the staging. 

Permanently loved, permanently.

A member always. 
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Responding to the Impact of COVID 19  The Mission Committee

We are all feeling the impact of COVID 19 with restrictions on our movement,

the shutting of the church doors and some apprehension about catching the 

virus. We take some practical steps to protect ourselves by Social Distancing 

and trying to comply with the requirements of “Lockdown.” But….. Sadly as 

we are all too aware many people have contracted the virus and for, far too, 

many it has resulted in the need for hospital treatment and for a significant 

number it has brought death . 

As a Mission Committee we have tried to think of ways of showing that even 

in these difficult times the Love of God shines through and we can share our 

faith and gifts with those experiencing hard and demanding times. We have 

sought to do this in 3 different situations.

On your behalf, the Mission Committee have been in contact 

with the chaplaincy at Ashgate Hospice. As you know they 

provide end of Life care and the Chaplains seek to bring the 

comfort and Love of God to all who are there. It can be hard for 

the residents and their families as, at present, the hospice 

cannot receive visitors and families are separated from love ones

at this difficult time. The opportunities for grieving and mourning are limited 

as well as restrictions on the number of family members that can attend a 

funeral. With the help of a grant from St Thomas’ the Chaplains are 

developing a Virtual Book of Remembrance where relatives can record their 

memories and feeling and share their love  and thoughts for someone they 

love who has died. The Chaplains are also planning memorial services for 

when the restrictions are lifted.

The Chaplains have acknowledged the grant and have asked that we pass on 

their gratitude for the grant that will help them complete their plans.

The Mission Committee has also been in touch with 

the Chaplains at the Royal Hospital. Here again, 

there is a lot to be done in providing end of life care 

and support people and staff in these very different 

times. Those in hospital are unable to have visitors 

and feel isolated from friends and family. The chaplains have a fund to help 

provide the little extras that make a stay in hospital tolerable. These include 

toiletries and phone cards and items that maintain some level of dignity and 

enable contact with those close to them. Not surprisingly with the current 
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crisis this fund has all been used. St Thomas are providing a grant to enable 

this practical and essential care to continue.

Here again, the Chaplaincy has asked that we pass on their appreciation and 

thanks to all church members.

 Far away in Chile, Ruth and Benja Curin  are serving God in a

small town in the south of the country. There is little by way 

of Government support and aid and the community is poor. 

After an exchange of emails the Mission Committee has 

made a grant to Ruth & Benja to help them to provide some 

essentials in their community. These include the ability to 

provide food parcels, help the vulnerable with the cost of 

heating and care for those who are homeless.

The grant is very much appreciated and again Ruth & Benja  pass on their 

thanks for the love and support that helps them in their service to God.

As the Mission Committee we are keen to seek out new and practical ways to

share the Love of God in our community. We thank you for your support, 

prayers and any “leads” that you give in extending the opportunities we have 

in being Light in this world.

Points for prayer & reflection from Church from the Bus
At present it is unclear as to how long this crisis will last. For our Guests times

will become increasingly difficult. Long term isolation and “getting by” will 

prove to be difficult for them and equally frustrating for those who seek to 

care for them. 

Church on the Bus relies on your continued support so please…. 

 Keep praying ….for our guests as they try to manage the crisis….for our 

volunteers that they may be encouraged and steadfast in their role….for 

protection of all against catching the virus. 

 The costs inherent in running Church on the Bus remain constant and 

expenses need to be met so please can you continue to support the work 

with your giving. 

  We all hope to be up and running again soon and at that time your 

churches and groups will also be able to resume meeting together. If you 

would like to register interest in inviting us at some point in the future to 

share about the work of Church on the Bus just email us 

at churchonthebus@gmail.com . You can follow Church on the Bus on 

Facebook, or phone our Chairman, John Phillips on 07585 153369. 
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FOODBANK IN THE LOCKDOWN            Graham Wells
I have been a volunteer at The Compass at West Bars, one of the Trussell 

Trust Chesterfield foodbanks, for several years. Things have changed since 

March due to the Covid-19 lockdown.  

Around 50% of volunteers, who were over 70 years old, were stood down 

and those remaining assigned to help at one of the foodbanks or the food 

distribution warehouse. I have continued at The Compass, mainly with 

volunteers who are new to the site. The need for safe working and social 

distancing has meant usual work practices have been simplified. Much of the 

food packing is being carried out at the warehouse, leaving volunteers to 

transfer into bags food from ready prepared crates, and putting the bags out 

in a safe collection area for clients to pick up. 

The normal one to one discussion with clients to understand more about 

their unique situation and need for help has been suspended. The focus is on

providing food (and toiletries) so that 6/7 volunteers can carry this out in a 

socially distanced way. The weather has been good which has meant we can 

work outside in a yard area. Conversation between us has been both serious 

and silly, but all has helped to build a bond between the volunteer team.  

Donations of food and money have continued very generously in 

Chesterfield. Four Foodbanks are still operating, and home deliveries are 

being made to those who cannot get to a foodbank in person. There are also 

more donations of fresh food such as bread, fruit and potatoes which are 

being given out with normal food bags. There has also been a mountain of 

Easter Eggs handed out!  Including some Real Easter Egg ones!

The Foodbank continues to meet the demand of poorer people in need 

during this unprecedented time of lockdown.                                           

+++++++++

BISHOP STEPHEN GEOFFREY COTTRELL

NEW ARCHBISHOP OF YORK

Bishop Stephen will be confirmed as the 98
th

 Archbishop of York at 11am on 

Thursday 9 July 2020, in a service broadcast entirely via video conference due

to the Coronavirus restrictions. The service will be in two parts: a legal 

ceremony with readings, prayers and music; and a film marking the 

start of Bishop Stephen's ministry as Archbishop of York. 
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Sally-Anne Beecham, Curate in Bakewell Benefice and SS Augustine

Chesterfield, reflects on how the coronavirus outbreak has shaped

her curacy.

The last twelve months have flown by, learning what it means to be a 

Christian presence in a rural town. The highlights have been out in the 

community getting used to my collar, raft racing, teaching in schools and 

starting a new congregation aimed at young families.  In addition I’ve had the

privilege to serve at Gussie’s Kitchen each week at SS Augustine’s Church, 

providing meals for those who are struggling financially.  

Like everyone, the Covid-19 outbreak turned my life on its head.  However, 

when most churches were asked to close their doors, SS Augustine’s had an 

exemption to stay very much open.  Overnight Gussie’s Kitchen became one 

of the main food distribution hubs for Chesterfield.  Over the past 10 weeks a

large team of volunteers has prepared food boxes and delivered to over a 

thousand households. My job has been on the phone, giving out information 

and offering pastoral support in my role as Chaplain. It’s been an incredible 

opportunity to reach out into the community, and I’ve had many significant 

conversations and built up relationships with people that I pray will bear fruit

in the future.  Despite the many challenges, the shift in focus has created 

opportunities to model faith that were not present before and it’s exciting to 

dream about how these can be progressed.  I’m being reminded every day 

that Jesus’ model of relationship building is crucial and is what our 

communities are crying out for, so I’m excited to see what God has in store 

for us next.

I’m sad in many ways that my time in Bakewell is drawing to a close, and I will

miss the lovely people who have 

supported me over this past year, 

but I’m ready now for the next 

step and pleased to be coming 

back to Chesterfield full 

time.  From 1 September I’m 

delighted that I will be starting a 

new placement at St John’s 

Church, Walton, with 2 days a 

week at SS Augustine’s Church.  So,

hopefully I’ll see you around. 
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 FROM KAREN HERRICK

I find sanctuary in stitch, just as many of you creative people out there, may 

find calm in other forms of creativity.

As an artist & creative educator, my job is also to facilitate well-being and 

connections through creativity, using a variety of workshops in the health and

social sector, education and the community.

So, as we can’t connect physically through workshops, I wondered about 

creating some sewcial connection, as opposed to social isolation.

Stitching helps me to pray… it’s through the colours and textures that 

something may come to my attention. It’s a way that quietens me, stills me 

to listen, enables me to connect creatively with God…and my prayer is that it 

can do the same for us all.

All levels of creativity welcomed…

The Idea…

Using our skills (and textile stash!), perhaps we could each create a stitched 

square of solidarity with and for each other and those around the world; a 

message of hope to be shared with others; a patchwork prayer that tells of 

hope for the future and creative cohesion. Maybe, we could collect all the 

completed squares together to create a patchwork quilt of positivity and 

promise amidst the chaos and fear.

Perhaps, we could each take turns to display it in our communities once this 

is all over as a witness to our faith in the future and the gift of community.

What do you think? Is this something you might be interested in?

Guidelines for stitching are below if you are interested…

Please let me know…and share this idea with friends.

Size:

Squares would all need to be the same size. I suggest 12 cm square for the 

actual stitch area , with a border of at least 2 cm all the way

around (to allow for them to be stitched together)

Fabric: Use a cotton or calico as a base, with perhaps an interfacing behind to

provide stability to stitch.

• Your square might contain a word, encouraging phrase or Bible verse, wish 

or prayer (but please don’t use any copyrighted words such as song lyrics)

• It might contain coloured patches that represent hope for you.

• There could be symbols or images of small things that are helping you to 
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cope, like a budding leaf, bird’s nest or spring sky.

• The stitched square could tell a story in some way.

• The stitched square could be hand stitched or machine stitched or a 

mixture of both.

• It could contain embellishments such as buttons, buttons, sequins, zips…. 

Be creative!

• You could use printing, stencilling, fabric paint, fabric crayons or pens to 

add to the design (but please ensure you have fixed the design by ironing 

before you send!)

• You could use a variety of different techniques

• Or something else entirely….

**Please make sure that your materials are not too thick, otherwise this will 

make it tricky to stitch together, if that’s what we decide to do…

I would love to hear your comments about this... looking forward to hearing 

from you....thank you!

Karen #sewcialconnection #stitchedsolidarity #stitchinghope #positivestitch 

#stitchedblessings #HopeCreativeChallenge #creativewellbeing

+++++++

Lockdown Blanket       Mary Nieder

As lockdown started, l felt the need to make. I rummaged through my stash 

of old clothes for recycling and selected some old woollen jackets and a 

crochet project previously started but never completed. The weather was still

cold and l wanted to create a blanket to snuggle under. I pondered deliberate 

patchwork pattern design over free-form cutting and making. In the shifting 

world of new rules and boundaries amid Coronavirus, l needed to be free-

form. So, l started cutting my jackets into broad strips. I laid them out on the 

floor and with a thick chunky wool started blanket stitching them together. I 

enjoyed the fact that my blanket would have pre-formed pockets and 

randomly placed collar edges.

As l worked, and reflected on my process, l thought about how my lockdown 

world has been reduced to pieces. Cut off from family, my work as a GP 

contorted into new more alien forms of communication with increased fear 

of contamination and safety , my masters degree course now remote and 

some elements no longer possible, starting to home school our son; l 

realised, my making was working with what l had and trying to stitch the 

pieces together into something that would support and comfort me. Even the
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softness of the wool l used for blanket stitch was soothing. The finished 

seams looked scar-like but felt like an appreciation of those wounds rather 

than an ugly reminder. I have now started sewing on woven circles of wools, 

they are sitting in isolation from one another on the backdrop of fabrics and 

scars that is our current world. But those isolated individual circles (maybe 

households/people) are complete, beautiful in their own right. This blanket is

still a work in progress but already functional as a blanket, maybe as 

lockdown eases those isolated circles will develop tendrils of integration 

again. Whatever happens some of this process of lockdown will be sewn into 

the tapestry of who we all are. Our appreciation of one another and our 

human spirit to survive and nurture will be deeper. Our scars cherished and 

not forgotten.
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Masoyi Trust (UK) Update, May 2020

At the beginning of May, we knew we would not have enough income to 

continue funding the programmes we have been supporting in Masoyi (we 

needed about £2,500 for June/July).  We have been a faith-based charity, 

leaving our supporters to donate or fund-raise, and had never previously 

appealed for donations.  The coronavirus pandemic has changed that, so we 

launched a campaign to raise at least £2,000 over the month – hopefully, 

enough to see us through the summer -  and asking you to pray that it would 

be successful.  As I write, we have reached over £2,000 and still have a week 

to go!

But what will this money do, and how is the pandemic affecting eMasoyi, our

partner in South Africa, and their community?  We normally fund 20 monthly

food parcels for child-headed households; a few emergency parcels for 

patients; three feeding programmes; peer education; sanitary products; 

workshops; volunteer stipends; and housebuilding and repair, which you can 

read about on our website.  Last May, we found six orphans in a single 

roomed house.  We have funded a three-room extension, but ran out of 

money in December; £750 will be used to finish this off for them.

eMasoyi’s work is centred round home-based care to patients and orphaned 

and vulnerable children, and support groups, all of which initially stopped 

during their lockdown – though they were able to distribute our food parcels 

and sanitary products.  Some volunteers have been recruited by the 

Government to help with community screening and testing.  The rest now 

have PPE (personal protective equipment) and can visit patients and children.

(Workers visits to children reduces the risk of theft and abuse, as they are 

seen as having a carer.)

A local charity donated enough food for 100 extra food parcels, and has 

committed to funding 36 each month!   And a national company has given 

the volunteers new uniforms, the first they have had in some years.  This 

helps identify them in the community.
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++++++++++

ONLINE ALPHA COURSE – STARTED 21 MAY 

Mark Depledge asks us to:

• Praise God that 10 people came to Thursday's Virtual Alpha course.

• To pray for Skill and Grace to engage with course members and 

express the love of God.

• Pray for the course participants to be open to God's Holy Spirit.

• Pray for ourselves that we will be envisioned to invite people and to 

remember to pray for regularly Alpha

Don't forget to set your phone alarm's for 8.15 pm every Thursday 

(Just after the clap for carers) to pray for all the course participants 

and for Mark, Andy & Beth Smith & Sophie Heaton as they facilitate 

the sessions
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Christian Aid Week - Thank you 

and Update on Emergency 

Situation and Appeal 
Dear friends 

Thank you so much to everyone who joined in celebrating and donating 

during Christian Aid Week this year – it is much appreciated. Thanks to 

the crowd who joined us for the quiz on Monday 11th. Everyone had a 

good time. The Wood family, Claire, Jon and their two children, Josh and 

Lucy were welcome participants. The first question of the quiz was ‘What 

is the world record time for eating a dry Weetabix?’’ I am not sure if 

anyone got that right, but Josh used his initiative in trying to answer it by 

eating a dry Weetabix himself! Those clever people, Robin and Val 

Dawson won the Traidcraft credit note, but immediately asked us to 

donate the money to Christian Aid instead. As they are very good 

Traidcraft customers this was very generous of them as they have 

definitely spent a lot more on coffee during the Lockdown period to date. 

Thanks for all your donations via my e-envelope (of which I am very 

proud) and all the other ways you have given. 

It is not too late to give either to the Christian Aid Week Appeal or the 

Emergency Coronavirus Appeal. I am sure like so many you have seen the

terrible situations developing all over the world in communities far less 

able to cope than we wealthy developed nations. Many poor countries do

not have our excellent health services, food security, sanitation and 

hygiene facilities. Christian Aid is already working in such communities 

and has had recent experience in dealing with another deadly virus, 

Ebola. 

Text HELP to 70020 to send £5.

Online www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

Call 020 7523 2269.

Post cheques, Postal Orders and charity vouchers to: Christian Aid, 35-41

Lower Marsh, London SE1 7RL. 

Alison and Graham Wells – Christian Aid Parish Representatives 

+++++++++

He will once again fill your mouth with laughter and your lips with 

shouts of joy.    Job 8:21
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Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia - 5th Year Anniversary

- giving hope, transforming lives

Civil war threatened, billions of locusts eating everything in sight, virus taking

hold, little in the way of medical facilities, equipment or doctors – the 

challenges faced in many African countries today. Begging on street corners, 

scavenging on rubbish tips, sleeping on church floors – this is a way of life for 

thousands of children in Addis Ababa, the sprawling capital of Ethiopia. Many

of the children are unwell, uneducated and undervalued. Many have physical 

disabilities and there is no system of support of the kind we have here in the 

UK. These children suffer from and witness violence and abuse on a daily 

basis. Many more have severe and chronic mental health issues intensified by

years without diagnosis let alone treatment. It follows that many have no 

sense of self-worth, feel hopeless, lost and abused and know that no one has 

or ever will care. They believe they are worthless. This is the world that 

Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia works in and we are honoured to be 

seen by many in Addis Ababa as ‘people we can turn to – people who will do 

all they can to help.’

For the 53 children cared for by Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia this 

street existence is in the past. All have food to eat, a roof over their heads 

and, when they are sick access to healthcare. Further, all the over-5s are in 

school – or will be when they reopen - and it is quite wonderful to see them 

seizing the chance they have been given.

How does this all start? The charity has its ratified constitution, reporting 

mechanism and Charity Commission registration. All the support structure 

and regulatory requirements are in place but this is not the essence, the 

beating heart of the work. That becomes evident in a singular response to a 

child in desperate circumstances and is put simply by trustees Kevin and 

Michelle as ‘how can we help in this situation?’ rather than ‘how can we 

profit?’ - ‘what can I give?’ not ‘what can I take?’

Everything that the people associated with Saltergate Children’s Home, 

Ethiopia do is founded in this heartfelt response.

Kevin and Michelle met in 2007 while they were working in East Africa for 

Voluntary Services Overseas. Both teachers, both inspired to work on the 

front line in a part of the world where access to food, shelter and healthcare 

cannot be taken for granted.

Kevin, Maths teacher from Derbyshire and Michelle, English teacher from 

27



London, shared a common approach – ‘how can we be part of the solution?’ 

After they finished their teaching placements both returned to the UK to 

attend to family needs– life goes on. But, once immersed in vulnerable 

communities where children suffer on a daily basis and life is so fragile, it 

proved to be impossible to just walk away and become blindly indifferent.

It took a few years for the ideas to crystallise but in June 2015 they became 

reality when a friend, Dr Emebet, called Kevin from Addis Ababa – ‘a baby 

has been abandoned on the hospital steps, umbilical cord still attached – can 

you help?’ Well they did help and Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia was 

up and running. They called the baby Amanuel and – incredible news – last 

September he had his first day at school. Proudest boy in the classroom.

Since that phone call in 2015 pastors, teachers, government agencies and 

doctors have made contact with similar requests – ‘can you help?’ – and at 

time of writing the charity cares for 53 children. The operation straddles two 

countries. In the UK Kevin and Michelle raise funds and in Ethiopia the 

children are cared for. Actually that is not strictly true as the support network

has grown and there are volunteers promoting the work in Australia, 

Denmark, Italy, France and the USA. This in addition to the kind enthusiasts in

many towns and cities across England. When Kevin and Michelle – and a 

lifelong friend David who became a trustee just after the charity was founded

- are not in Ethiopia a team of volunteers oversee the operation 

communicating daily with the trustees by telephone.

The charity’s model has been commended by a number of churches and

organisations including the Rotary Club. Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia 

is not structured along the lines of a traditional single large building filled 

with children. Historically this approach has been shown to have serious 

flaws even in developed countries. Instead, the children live in small houses 

and always with a family member. This ensures that the safeguarding 

concerns are minimised and no one associated with the charity is ever alone 

with a child. Typically the children live with a grandmother or aunt having 

become orphaned. In other cases the father has died and, thus, income has 

ceased. Widowed mothers with a child or children are a common sight 

begging in Ethiopia. Where appropriate, after listening to the circumstances, 

Kevin, Michelle and David work through basic steps with the aim of 

supporting the family on the road to independence. Food and clothing are 

usually the first priority – it is no good discussing schooling with a starving 

child. Once the basic needs have been addressed then housing and 

healthcare are looked at – it may be that a child has not had the vaccinations 
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that are available or, if they are HIV+, the antiretrovirals may not have been 

acquired. Education is next up as registration in school is a first step

to independence. The charity supports many stars, children who are working 

hard to make the most of their opportunity. Saltergate Children’s Home, 

Ethiopia started to care for Fekir 4 years ago and her school reports highlight 

the fact that she has a bright future. We also care for children who struggle a 

little in some subjects but they are loved just the same. Just because little 

Kenyan can’t do sums doesn’t make him a bad boy.

After caring for the children for nearly 5 years the trustees are seeing them 

grow and are delighted that the oldest girls Danait and Delina are now in 

their second year at Admas University. Danait is studying marketing and 

Delina is looking to qualify as an accountant. These two are our trailblazers. 

As Kevin says, ‘we can point to them and say to the little ones – if they can do

it so can you.’ The trustees do not want to create a culture of dependency 

and the drive to self- sufficiency for the families is always uppermost in the 

planning. There are a number of success stories apparent from looking at the 

big picture. It occurred that if, say, a widowed mother was supported to 

independence then clearly the children also benefit. As a result Alemayoh 

now manages a market stall, Berhane has been provided with a cooker on 

which to bake bread for the community and Feven has many customers 

seeking her services mending clothes on her sewing machine. This

empowerment is starting to pay dividends and the resulting heightened self-

esteem is as valuable as the income generated.

Looking to the future the trustees are striving for something really special – 

the day when those who have been helped become independent and in turn 

look to help others who are in the same situation they once were. The 

completion of the virtuous circle when a child who was once a beggar can 

willingly help a child on the street is an ultimate aspiration.

After 5 years the trustees of Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia are building

strong relations in Addis Ababa and work closely with doctors, teachers and 

government representatives. Several projects are being assessed which can 

benefit hospitals and the community in general and this partnership 

approach is leading to rewards for all concerned. Bore holes for access to 

water, generator installation to provide electricity and building projects are 

among the initiatives being progressed.

Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia is proud of the fact that no one 

associated with the work takes any financial benefit from the charity’s 
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income. All overheads and running costs are met by the trustees themselves 

and every penny donated goes directly to provide food, housing, healthcare 

and education for the children. If you would like to hear more about the work

of the charity Kevin, Michelle and David would be delighted to meet with you

and, if you are ever in Ethiopia, please drop in and meet some of the 

children.

Trustees: Kevin Morley, Michelle Guthrie, David Levick

Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia - registered charity in England and 

Wales (No.1175880)    Contact Information:    Telephone 077 899 75460

kevinjosephmorley@yahoo.co.uk

UK office: 62 Rhodesia Road, Brampton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire

In Ethiopia: Tsege Gebremariam, PO Box 31916, Addis Ababa

Donations to the above UK address or via www.givey.com/sch

Cheques payable to: Saltergate Children’s Home, Ethiopia

Standing Orders: Sort Code 20 20 50, Account Number 03248003

Website: http://saltergatechildrenshome.org/

Amanuel  when he first arrived at Saltergate Home and left on his first 

day at school. 
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Traidcraft News 
Our ‘home’ shop is still open for business. Dear friends and fair-trade 

supporters Thank You so much to our loyal customers for continuing to 

fight poverty through trade during this period of lockdown. I think we 

have more customers and more regular custom than ever before in many 

ways. Most of you have come from St Thomas’, but you have been joined 

by those from Central Methodist and Hasland Methodist churches and 

the wider community. We have delivered to those who are self-isolating 

and greeted many people from our front doorstep as they have collected 

their goods from beside the stone trough which is still full of flowering 

winter pansies. It has been a good way for us to stay in touch with many 

of you. Traidcraft itself was initially overwhelmed by the number of new 

mail order customers it had. (They are producing a special summer 

edition of their current catalogue for these new people and hope to keep 

as many as possible when things return to the ‘new normal’). Food and 

household items have sold very well but craft sales are lower. The 

Gateshead staff team has not had the virus as I write, some have been 

furloughed, but more staff have been hired in the warehouse to cope with

increased demand. They have donated Traidcraft treats to hospitals, 

foodbanks, and homeless charities in their locality. On Traidcraft’s blog 

you can find recipe ideas, Spotify positivity playlists as well as stock 

updates. We are hoping Traidcraft’s instant coffee will be back in stock by 

July. For now, our shop remains open as before for home delivery or 

doorstep collection. Most people are paying us by BACS but cheques and 

cash are still acceptable. If you wish to order and/or receive a full stock 

list please get in touch with us via email alisonjanew@sky.com or 

telephone 01246 566257. We do have good supplies of basics: toilet rolls, 

kitchen rolls, cleaning products, handwash and soap, rice, pasta, 

couscous, dried fruit and nuts, tea and filter coffee and delicious 

chocolate and biscuits as well as many other items. Also, we do have 

everyday cards (and some handmade ones too) in stock and a wide 

variety of craft items, including scarves, socks, trinket boxes, candles etc. I

am hoping to produce a typed list of these too, so please do get in touch 

if you would like to see it. With our love, prayers and thanks to you all in 

these strange times, Alison and Graham Wells – Local Fairtrade 

Representatives for Traidcraft 
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Lockdown Living - The five L’s of Lockdown           Alison Wells

Learning. 

Proverbs 16:16 How much better to get wisdom than gold!  I don’t know 

about you but I have learnt much during lockdown.  I have learnt how to host

and participate in a Zoom meeting, record a video message, how to do all my 

shopping by click and collect or home delivery and perhaps more importantly

I have learnt what is truly valuable in life.  Health and well-being, mine own, 

and others.  People are truly valuable, and not only my family and friends.  

Some strangers have become new friends, I have been in contact with those 

who normally only get a card at Christmas.  People who do jobs which do not 

grab the headlines or make them wealthy but are willing to go the second 

mile in caring for others, providing us with food in our shops, collecting our 

dustbins, delivering our post.    

Lamenting. 

It has been a time of unprecedented suffering and struggle for our nation and

many of the nations of the world.  Hearing of so many people unable to be 

with their loved ones at the end of their lives and being unable to grieve in 

the usual ways has been heart breaking.  

Psalm 46:1  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Knowing God’s help in times of trouble has helped me to pray for all those 

who are suffering, whether in body, mind or spirit and support those I know 

who are experiencing these things, as well as helping me keep well in these 

unprecedented times of difficulty and distress. 

Looking. 

I have tried to keep looking upwards and inwards – to find God’s inner peace 

and to be inspired to help others through the grace of God which I am 

experiencing day to day.  

1 Chronicles 16: 11 Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his presence 

continually.  Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.  

By seeking God’s face and his presence personally, I have been enabled to 

help others to do the same: small actions, kind words, and prayers to help 

others to draw on God’s strength for themselves.  This has been the focus for 

the pastoral contact and support I have tried to give during these difficult 

times.
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Loving and being loved.  

He (Jesus) said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 2 38 This is the greatest

and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself. Matthew 22:37-39   

Jesus says on these two Great Commandments, first found in Deuteronomy, 

hangs all the law and the prophets.   They are commandments, things we 

definitely should be doing – they are a daily challenge – the two things, 

loving God and serving our neighbours, are inextricably entwined.  Trying to 

love God with the whole of our being gives us access to an inexhaustible 

source of grace.  The bedrock of our life together is the love of God which we 

know through Christ Jesus.  It is also the inspiration for our acts of service 

and sacrificial giving to others.

Laudate (Praise).  

Sorry that I had to cheat a little here!   

Psalm 28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts; 

so I am helped, and my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.

Despite everything I have still been able or enabled to praise God.  I think I 

am more truly thankful now than I may have ever been in the past.  I have 

enjoyed the YouTube services online and singing along with Songs of Praise 

recordings on the BBC worship services.  There is something about singing 

out loud, with others, even if you are not physically with them, really hits the 

mark.  It has been good to join in praise through listening to readings, 

reflections, and the prayers of others, all prompting our own prayer and 

praise.  It’s truly amazing how God’s Spirit unites us all in worship together 

despite lockdown.

Fittingly, I would like to close with the words of Charles Wesley’s great hymn 

of praise, which is sung, acapella, at the end of each annual Conference of 

the Methodist Church.  Even if you do not know the tune, I hope you can join 

with me in this joyful affirmation of the God we adore, whom we can trust 

for the future because of his everlasting faithfulness.  
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This, this is the God we adore,

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend;

Whose love is as great as his power,

And knows neither measure nor end.

'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;

We'll praise him for all that is past,

And trust him for all that's to come.

God Is !

God is sifting and shaking.
He is pruning the branches,
So that they may bear fruit.
For our Father is the Gardener.
Who wants us in this time of pandemic
To become fruitful for Him.
He is saying as we remain in Him
He will remain in us.
For as we take our daily exercise,
He wants us to carry His presence,
With us whilst we prayer walk our streets.

God is encouraging us not to do anything in our own strength,
And to only use His plans.
Because if we use our own plans,
These will leave us frustrated and fruitless.
He is calling us to prepare ourselves,
For a harvest so great we will not have experienced it in our 
lifetime.

God is saying now is the time,
To repent of your sins and turn back to me.

Pray continually and corporately in the same manner,
As they did on the first Pentecost
You have the media, in this day, and age. Use it wisely
I am your Father God who can do anything.

© Mike Bartrop 10.05.20
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St Peter’s New Memorial Garden                 Kenneth Franklin

At last, we are able to announce the new memorial garden at St Peter’s has 

been built. It has taken a long time, equating, broadly speaking to the 

sequential gestation of a couple of enceinte elephants. In common parlance, 

just about four years.

The work has been undertaken by Howard Stockton, who was responsible for

the extension of St Peter’s at the time of the millennium. Like all his work it 

combines the practical and the useful in the way that is easy on the eye and 

an asset to the environment. There are one or two small finishing touches to 

be added before everything is finalised but these are very minor items. 

The photograph, for which we are grateful to Doug Cleaver, gives an 

impression of this new addition. It has involved a drainage system, levelling 

the site, building the dry-stone wall and re-turfing. When the lockdown is 

lifted and we begin to resume something like normal activities, the way will 

be opened for ashes to be interred. 

We are glad to have had the involvement of the wider community in 

Holymoorside in addition to St Peter’s congregation. We are also grateful to 

the Walton and Holymoorside Parish Council for their assistance with 

publicity and for a financial donation to the memorial garden fund. 

We plan to have a special service to mark the official opening of the 

memorial garden, when circumstances permit. At the moment, it is not 

possible to predict when that will be but once a date has been arranged we 

will ensure that it is publicised so that as many people as possible, who wish 

to attend, will be able to do so.

Collective Poem

Since the lockdown began, Saint Peters members and friends, some living 

considerable distances away, have kept in touch by email, occasionally by 
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Zoom and in various other  ways. One of these ways has been through the 

medium of poetry. So far, four collective poems have been produced. The 

most recent, was made by inviting everyone to submit one or two lines of a 

favourite poem or song that could be assembled to produce a poem. The 

results of that endeavour are shown below. It will be a reminder of coming 

together to make something during the time when we were all required to be

physically separated. We hope it might serve as a reminder of a difficult 

period in our lives when we were looking forward to more promising times 

ahead. 

Dreaming in May

When May is in his prime, then may each heart rejoice,

Earth has not anything to show more fair.

Girls and boys come out to play 

the sun doth shine as bright as day,

Oh, the difference to me!

You, you may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

There stands the flowering may-thorn tree! 

With little here to do or see

Of things that in the great world be.

Up the ash-tree climbs the ivy,

Up the ivy climbs the sun.

You, you may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

Imagine all the people living life in peace,

Of all the souls that stand create I have elected one

And therefore, never send to know for whom 

the bell tolls; it tolls for thee. 

Oh, the difference to me!

You, you may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

The owl looked up to the stars above and sang to a small guitar,

‘We'll meet again. Don't know where? Don't know when?’

I will love thee still my dear, while the sands o’ life shall run,

One day in the country is worth a month in town, 

I know we'll meet again some sunny day.

You, you may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one
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