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'I will turn their
mourning into
gladness, I will give
them comfort and joy
instead of sorrow.’

 
 

I am currently reading through the books of the major prophets - Isaiah to Daniel. At a first
glance it doesn’t feel like the place you want to be reading in the bible at the time of crisis that
our nation and world finds itself in. If I’m honest the prophecies I’m reading there take on a
particularly heavy and grim perspective at present. If you read a few chapters of Jeremiah at
some point you’ll quickly see what I mean. 
 
But although the Old Testament Prophets can seem morbid at times with their prophecies of
judgement, over the years I’ve grown to appreciate and love these ancient writings. And the
reason is this - hope. Books like Isaiah and Jeremiah are like biblical yo-yos, they oscillate
between the voice of judgement and hope. But here’s the important thing, hope always has the
final say: 
 

‘I have loved you with an everlasting love, I have drawn you with loving kindness. I will build
you up again and you will be rebuilt, O Virgin Israel… I will turn their mourning into
gladness, I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.’ Jeremiah 31.3-4, 13

 
It’s fascinating how the role of prophets and prophecy looks quite different in the New
Testament in comparison to the Old Testament. Much of the judgement has gone, but the hope
remains, in fact it doesn’t just have the final say but now takes the majority share. This is how
Paul describes prophecy to the church in Corinth:
 

‘The one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.
Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the
church.’ 1 Corinthians 14.3-4



 
 

I believe that hope is always at the forefront of God’s purpose for our lives, even when we don’t
clearly see it. But although sometimes we may not currently live within God’s hope filled plans
in the present, we can still live with God’s hope for the future in the here and now. The
prophets essentially tell us: ‘There is always hope.’ In fact hope is one of the things that
remains when all else fails (1 Corinthians 13.8-13). It will of course look different from how we
imagined, but the future God has for us is always better than our present.
 
So in uncertain times let’s hold onto the words of hope that the prophets brought us all those
years ago, and allow them to give us, in the words of the great hymn, ‘strength for today and
bright hope for tomorrow’.
 
David Owens
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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me
with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and
will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the
nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord,
“and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into
exile.”’ Jeremiah 29.11-14
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